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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LATEST SECURLTY DEVELOPMENTS IN GULF DESCRIBED 
London AL-~HAWADITH in Arable No 1405, 7 Oct &3 pp 24-27 


[Article by "S.F.": “America Uncovers the Gaps in France's Position, and 
Parts Attacks the Logie of the Balance of Weakness in the Gul ft") 


(fext] While the eyes of the world are fixed on Lebanon and the Lebanese 
war, the Gulf war 1s witnessing provocative developments and changes, signs 
of which have begun to surface, International interest in these developments 
beyan when a certain party leaked information on the French Super Etendard 
deal with Iraq to the Parisian newspaper LE MONDE last June, Some say an 
offtfetal French source leaked the news, while others say that American 
Intelligence obtained the details of the lraqi-French contract and then 
leaked the information to the press through a French source, 


When the deal was confirmed and its details and the dates for the delivery 
of the tive atreraft, which belong to the French navy and are outfitted 
with the Exocet missiles they require, were learned, lengthy discussions 
and conversations went on between Washington and Paris, At the same time, 
the American Government put pressure on the French Government to stop or 
freeze the Super Etendard deal, The American Government used the pretext 
that Gulf states were worried about this development, since it would expose 
them to Iranian retribution, It said these countries also wanted to freeze 
the matter! 


The Amertcans told the French that [Iraq's acquisition of the Super Etendard 
atreraft, outfitted with Exocet missiles, would give its forces a qualita- 
tive strategic and military advantage, enabling 1t to destroy the vital 
lrantan of] targets on Khark Island, ‘They said Iran would not stand with 

[ts hands bound in the face of this. If it were Impossible for it to respond 
to the Traqi challenge in Iraq, 1t would do so by taking action against the 
other Gulf states and the Western oil interests in the Gulf, 


lhe French replied that though the French deal would give Iraq a military 
advantage, the current situation gave Tran an economic one, thereby enabling 
it to continue fighting the war and rejecting both peace ard entry into 
negotiations for ending the war, ‘They said that this in turn posed a 
danger to the Gulf states and the West's of] interests. The French said as 
well that it was unreasonable for Iran to continue exporting of] at the 
rate of 2 million barrels a day and so continue to obtain surplus roign 

















exchange, while traq had almost ceased exporting and the Iraqi Government 
was unable to pay ite debts to Western governments and companles, Conse- 
quently, France's decision to give [raq advanced, lony-ranye aircraft was 
Hot titended to harm tran so much as Lt was meant to pressure the Iranian 
Goverment and so force it to negotlate about ending the war, 


As part of the Amertoan-French discussion on the subject of the alreraft 

and their implications tor developments in the war, American Intellivence 
officers yayve thelr counterparts in French intelligence a complete tolder 

on Tran's capability to confront this change, The folder contained photo= 
wraphes taken by Amertoan spy and lnformation=-yathering satellites. The 
Americans told the French that these pletures showed clearly that. the 
lranian Alr Force had moved most of its remalning fighter and bomber 
atreratt to lran's southern alr bases, From there, as the American officers 
sald, they would be able to strike the ofl fields and installations in 

most countries of the Gulf! 


The Amertoan officers opened another folder of satellite photographs and 

told the French that it showed the Iranian occupation of Larak Istand in 
Onant waters near the Stralts of Hormuz., This was confirmed by the newspaper 
AL JUMHURTYAH AL-TSLAMIYAH last week, when it published a news item about 

the landing of 600 Trantan soldiers on the island, where a military base 

wis limedtately set up opposite the coast of Oman and the VAR. The Amerfeans 
sald that this Iranian military presence between Oman and the UAE was 
Intended to close the Straits of Hormuz in case of dire necessity, thereby 
preventing the Gulf's ofl from being shipped abroad by means of tankers. 

A lesser voal could be to control shipping in the Straits of Hormuz In 

order to liatass ships carrying elyvtiian and military cargos to -traq vila 

the ports of the repion! 


lhe American officers then opened a third folder for thelr French colleapues, 
It held satellite pletures showing new Iranian installations fo exporting 
oll trom distant, southern ports, The Americans said that these installa- 
tions formed an Tranian precaution against the Super Etendard planes, should 
they be used to strike the faeilities on Khark Island, ‘The new facilities 
would be tar outside the range of the aforementioned Planes, should they 

be based at lraqt airfields, Basing them at Gulf airfields c!ose to Iran's 
southern ports is considered unlikely, In the opinion of the American 
Olficers, this decreases the strategie and military advantage which the 
Super Etendard alreratt give ltraq's armed forces, A gap is opened in the 
Freneh logte on the basts of which 1t was decided to give these planes to 
Iraq, 


The Americans told the French that this was not the only serious hole in 
their logic. Rather, they sald there were others of no Less Importance, 
France had inittally supposed that Iran would not be able to respond to 
this step, and that economies, as embodied in the exporting of petroleum 
and the finanelal returns earned from it were the basis of Iran's insistence 
on continuing the war. Consequently, Tran would come to the negotiating 
table only if it telt real economte destruction! 











The French Listened to these American points and said they had no objection 
to postponing the delivery of the planes to [Iraq tor a period of time, 
Perhaps the media noise concerning the subject would die down, the [ragql 
fliers would be given more of a chance to train, However, at Lhe same 
time, they responded to the aforementioned American analysis by discussing 
the Iranian position on the assumption that the Americans had exagperated 
the magnitude of Iran's confrontational ability, 


The French said that they believed that Iran's threats to strike the oll] 
installations in the Gulf countries and close the Straits of Hormuz to 
international shipping were a kind of blackmail which would not be able to 
stand up in the face of military facts on the ground, ‘They said that the 
Gulf countries, some of which have French-made weapons and alreratt, were 

at least able to defend their installations if they wanted, If they did not 
want to, due to political considerations, then the Western allles--America, 
Vrance and britain--had a huge naval and air force in the internationa! 
waters near to and around the Gulf which could deal with the [rantan threat 
In a decisive and etfective manner, 


This potnt which the French raised was accepted by the Americans in principle, 
However, they said that its basile flaw was a failure to take into account 

the Soviet Union, which possesses a huge military force on Iran's northern 
border. In expressing their reservations about this French argument, the 
Americans said that France had to recall that the government of the Islamic 
Republic in lran, under the leadership of Khomeyni, had canceled all the 
forelyn treaties contracted in previous eras except for the Soviet=lranian 
treaty of 1921, It was content to cancel only two clauses of this treaty, 

The Amertcans said that the Soviet-Iranian treaty of 1921 gave the Soviet 
Union the right to enter Tran's territory if it felt its security to be 
threatened by a third force intervening in Iran, This was the only excuse 
Stalin used when he ordered the Soviet Army to march against [ran in August 
1941, during the Second World War. The Soviet march against Iran came only 

2 months after the forces of the Allies marched into Syria and Lebanon in 
order to expel the Vichy government, with support from the American fleet 
stationed off the Lebanese coast. This operation was known as "Exporter." 
AL=HAWADITH referred to it 2 weeks ago, when the American Government decided 
to reinforce its fleet off the Lebanese coast by adding, the battleship 

"New Jersey." This was after the Americans decided to open fire from the 
sea on Lebanese territory during the battle of the Mountain. 


The Americans said that any decision by the naval forces of the Western 
allies in the region of the Gulf to come to blows with [ran would give the 
Soviet Union a pretext for intervening in Iran, where its influence has 
decreased considerably recently. There are two reasons for this. On the 
one hand, the Lrantan authorities have struck out at the Communist Tudeh 
Party. On the other, a rapprochement has begun to occur between Tehran 
and Washington, while the financlal problems between the two countries 
left over from the embassy crisis in the time of President Carter have 
been solved. 











In this discusston, the Amertcans emphasized diplomatic and military tactics 
which atm to contain a mobile regional power by giving It a greater deyree 
of influence in its vital zone, as happened in Lebanon recently, In this 
regard, they sald thac giving Syria a greater deyree of influence tn 

Lebanon was what had enabled Washington to arrange the ceasefire agreement. 
They said that giving Iran a greater degree of influence in the Gulf was, 

in their estimation, the key to the solution there, or, at least, the key 

to arranging a similar ceasefire agreement! 


At this point, a heated discussion began of all the strateple details In 
the possession of the two sides, or the two main partners interested in 

the Lebanese war and the Gulf war, America and France, ‘The French said that 
America's logie would Lebanonize the Gulf and expose the Gulf states to 
internal disturbances, as happened in Lebanon, The French opened a folder 
containing serious information on this matter, in order to confirm their 
point of view, 


This French information pointed out that arms caches had been discovered 

in at least one Gulf country, and that there was a core of armed militias 

in those countries whose membership was no less than 5,000, The information 
pointed out that some [ranian subjects in the Gulf had at least personal 
arms, While some had more than that, ‘The information stated as well that 
the [rantan authorities, perhaps with inside help, had recently obtained 
real, non-talsified Iraqi and Gulf passports, just as happened with Lebanese 
passports between 1976 and 1980, 


The Information also said that the Iranians were currently active in Europe, 
especlally in Madrid, Athens, Rome and London, As for their activity in 
Paris, 1t was at a minimum, due to the attention the French security 
authorities had given this activity since French-Iranian relations became 
tense, I[ranian activity in the aforementioned Kuropean capitals--especially 
that of Ambassador Ibrahim Bahnam in Athens and Ambassador Khasro Shahi in 
Kome=-focuses on Gulf students, whom it reached through the Islamic 
educational institutes which have been opened there, Financial and cultural 
Incentives are offered to the students, "so that the instruction is an 
introduction to training," as one of the reports said. It named a number 

of Gulf students who traveled to Iran for this purpose with Iranian passports! 


According to this information, [ran is readying and training a group of 
frogmen who specialize in explosive operations in marine areas. 


In this analysis of theirs, the French point to Iran's successful exploita- 
tion of the Gulf states’ fears in establishing a special relationship with 

a Gulf country. The relationship has developed so far that this country 
has become a "recognized intercessor" for Iran in its Gulf relations. 

In this regard, one report says, "This type of special relationship provides 
no assured protection, for it is a tactical relationship between a strong 
party and a weak one. As the special tactical relationship between some 
Lebanese factions and Israel has shown, such a relationship between a 

strong party and a weak one does not turn an enemy into an ally. Rather, it 
helps to make matters more complex, when the security situation becomes 

more explosive and serious." 
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behind, thoug) Plessey, Tarmac and Brook Marine have 
a!) been awarded contracts in the last two \ears 

The vitality of the Algenan economy at a time when 
other oi) producers are feeling the pine’) of reduced rev 
enue can be explained partly by the strength of the US 
dol ar, in whoch almost all Algerna’s earnings are denomuin 
ate About half its imports are denomunated in curren. 
ces thet have lost value against the dollar. In addition, 
Sonatrach has shown versatility in matching its product 
range, whach includes condensates, gas and LPG as wel! 
us crude o:) to market requirements. Hydrocarbon rev 
enue is now expected to top the $12 billhon mark by the 
end of the year, m spite of earlier fears that the fall in 
OPEC prices last spring would result in a fal) of $1 § bil 
bon below the 198) figure of $12.7 bilhon 

Import restncthons were imposed in July 1982, Dut 
relaxed last surmner There are indications that import: 
for the wear well be 5 per cent below last vears total of 
around $10 bilh 

Algeria s creat rateng i clearly high, as the keer 
response to the recent $700 million syndicated loan has 
shown (4n-\eher Ared Report @ MEMO November | 4 
(ime reason for the m= that Algena had the foresight | 
rom em otts borrewenge on emternetona!l caprtal markets 1: 
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ALGERIA 


Algiers EL MOUDIAHTD in French 5 Dec 83 p 16 


Article The Overall 1984 Foreign Trade Plan Approved By the Council of 
‘inisters; The Government Adopts Implementing Texts for Laws Regarding 
social Security and a Draft Decree Relating to Private Domestic Investment 
in the Real Lstate Sector 


Text ‘igiers (APS )--The Council of Ministers met yesterday, 4 Decembe: 
ws, at the office of the president, and the meeting was chaired by /4r Chad) i 
Hend jedic, president of Algeria and secretary genera! of the FLN Party. 


The Council of Ministers listened to a report by the prime minister on 
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In concluding the proceedings, the Algerian president reiterated his guidelines 
for carrying out the overall 1954 foreign trade plan so as to maximize 
non-hydrocarbon exports and limit imports to the goods essential to the smooth 
functioning of the economy and to meeting the basic needs of citizens. 


The chief of state emphasized the need to work out a genuine export plan for 
the entire domestic production sector. 


Based on a report of the minister of planning and national development, the 
Council of Ministers considered and approved several cases of financia!] 
restructuring within the energy (3 companies), hydraulics (4 companies), 
housing (20 companies), culture (1 company), and health (1 company) sectors. 


In accordance with the approach decided on, the measures approved for al! 
of those cases involve, firstly, internal actions within the company meant 
to improve thelr management and operation. The measures are concerned with 
the objectives set for the companies such as hikes in production and cuts 
in expenditures, particularly in the areas of setting up inventories and 
debt collection. Secondly, they involve permanent and temporary assistance 
endowments to enable the companies to have their own capital] and attain an 
adequate ieve! of funds for stabilizing their financial situation. 


hasec or a report of the minister of finance, the Council of Ministers 
considered and approved a bill relating to the finance laws. 


This bill establishes the legal framework for the introduction, the contents. 
the passage anc the regulatory administration of finance laws. and it wi!) 
supplement the body of laws aiready in place in order to make it possible t« 
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These regulatory texts specify the requirements and modalities for obtaining 
the different social security allowances. 


The texts also provide the organization for the temporary administration of 
social security until restructuring of the social security sector is implemented. 


The Council of Minasters considered and approved a draft decree relating to 
the promotion of private investment in real estate. 


The real estate sector promotion is legally based on the provisions of Law 
No 82-11 of 2) August 1982 relating to private domestic investment, and it 
requires the establishment of an appropriate legal mechanism and the lifting 
of some constraints, particularly in connection with the allocation of the 
necessary plots of land for the construction of buildings for rental or legal! 
transfer purposes. The provisions of the abovementioned draft decree meet 
that concern. 


The Council of Ministers listened to a report presented by the minister of 
planning and nationa! development assessing the implementation of Law No 82-11 
of 2) August 1982 relating to private domestic investment. 


Thus, during the period from May to October 1983, 452 projects amounting tc 
4 total of 1,352 million dinars were approved, giving rise to the creation 
of §&§,13 new jobs. 


The Council of Ministers took note of the main trends in approved private 
investment during that period, at both the national approva: committee and 
wilava approval committee levels. After that the Council of Ministers made 
erie of decisions to stimulate the process of making Guiy approved private 
investment by 'ifting the constraints of a bureaucratic nature which continue 
to hinder them, particuiariy constraints in regard te acquiring the necessary 
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On the occasion of that report the Algerian president stressed the necessity 
to continue the iocal development effort, and he especially emphasized the 
need to, on the one hand, encourage any activity that can add to development 


in the agricultural sector and, on the other hand, show sustained interest 
in smali-scale fellahin. 
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ALGERIA 


PROBLEMS OF NEW LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS PLANT 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 47, 21 Nov 83 p ll 


(Text } The state of the world market for liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) may make it hard for Algeria to use to the full 
new LPG capacity which will soon be going into product. 
ion. It could, however mean that Algeria wil! find itse!! 
becoming the swing producer for LPG much in the same 
way Saudi Arabia is OPEC's swing producer of crude oi! 
Four LPG units, each with a capacity of | milhon tonnes 
a year are being built at Arzew on the coast near Oran 
the first of which is due to come on stream this month 
with the rest next year They will boost capacity by 4 
millon tonnes a year enabling Sonatrach. the state-owned 
hydrocarbons combine, te raise LPG exports from jus! 
under 1 million tonnes this vear to an estimated | 9 mi 
lion next year and up to 5.4 million tonnes by 195¢ 

However, cnly 18 million tonnes of LPC are traced 
internationally every year, including 13 mulhon tonnes 
bought by Japan. According to one estimate, there is « 
70 per cent chance thet LPG output next veer will 
strip demand in premium markets such as those for hon 
heating A wew report entitied (/%) Maerker end Pr 
The (Critical Years, 1 982-86 argues that once the prenw 
merkets are caturated LIC, would have to comets wit 
naphthe ue petrochemical feeds Kk. entailing the rs 
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1983 An added anomaly was that under Saudi Arabia's 
contract with the Japar.ese, the price should have fallen 
to about $200 per tonne to match the cut in OPEC crude 
oil prices from $34 to $29 per barrel 

Japan is interested in increasing its imports of LPG 
and condensates from Algeria. Indeed the new LPG plant 
at Arzew is being built by Japan's Iskikawajima Harima 
Heavy Industries. And higher imports of Algenan hvdro- 
carbons should help Japanese exporters to improve their 
position in the growing Algerian market 

The report cited above says the best estimate for 
Algeria's LPG exports in 1984 is 1.9 million tonnes, but 
stresses that this is a tentative reckoning for sales that 
could range between 1.2 million and 2.8 million tonnes 
The Algenans have hewed to a hard line on pricing for 
their exports of crude oil and natural gas. they are unlikely 
to let their LPG exports go for a song. If as a result. they 
are forced to cut back LPG exports and output, they could 
reinyect the LPG, retain it in the natural gas shipped to 
Italy through the Trans-Mediterranean pipeline or store 
it in aquifers 

Since the extra production capacity Algeria acquires 
over the next three years may be enough to create surplus 
supplies of LPG in the world market, Algeria may find 
itself in the position of swing producer, regulating its 
output to avert a drastic erosion in prices 
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VARIOUS OPPOSITION LEADERS DISCUSS FORMATION OF COALITION 


London AL~SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 30 Oct 83 p 3 


(Article: "The Egyptian Opposition Prepares To Form ‘Shadow Governments! '; 
AL~SHARQ AL-AWSAT and the Three Opposition Heads in a Frank Conversation") 


[Text] The Committee of Egyptian National Forces for the Defense of Democracy 
has demanded a ‘written response" from Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the Egyptian 
prime minister, to the eight demands spelled out by the first deélaration the 
committee issued, at its first meeting, for continuing the course of democracy 
and changing the Egyptian opposition parties' position on boycotting the conm- 
ing People's Assembly elections. 


Mustafa Kamil Murad, chairman of the Liberal Party, who requested the "written 
response’ of the Egyptian prime minister during his latest meeting with him 
last Wednesday, stated that he received an absolute promise, which he conveyed 
to the committee of Egyptian National Forces, that he would receive a "written 
response" from the government before the committee's second meeting, which is 
to be held on Friday 4 November. He said that he requested to meet President 
Mubarak to talk to him on this subject. 


Commenting on the committee's statement and the position of Egypt's ruling Na- 
tional Party, on the convocation of its first meeting, the chairman of the 
Liberal Party said, "It was absolutely not the objective to discuss President 
Mubarak's leadership or detract from Muhy-al-Din's cabinet. Rather, we were 
fully serious about the substance of the title, which is ‘Committee for the 
Defense of Democracy.’ We sent an invitation under this title to the ruling 
National Party, but it did not send representatives; had it honored the es- 
sence of the meeting, which had absolutely no relationship to politics, its 
representatives would have attended and would have spoken with us." 


The chairman of the Liberal Party (the domestic capitalist wing of the Egyp- 
tian opposition) added that the subjects of discussion in the coming second 
meeting of tne Committee for the Defense of Democracy, which is to be held at 
the Liberal Party's headquarters in nairo, will be determined on the basis of 
the content of the government's anticipated written response to the opposition's 
second demands, considering that it wants total democracy for Egypt. The gov- 
ernment's response might lead to the presentation of the notion of an opposi- 
tion party boycott of the coming People's Assembly elections, as was the case 
with the elections to the Consultative Assembly. 
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rah i ; ti rm ' the Socialist Labor Party, said. The Committee 


for the elens« e! racy in Egypt has tormed its permanent secretariat, 
wh i tO meet eve weeks and in which all tendencies will be repre- 
sente r Muh@mgmic hiimi Murad, the vice chairman of the Labor Party, will 
assume the responsibilities of rapporteur of this secretariat, which will be 
Gefinec in light of the changes, the government's response to the opposition 
demands anc the points of discussion in the anticipated second meeting of 
opposition parties and Egyptian nationalist forces and personalities. '' 


Khalid Muhyi-ai-Din, the chairman of the Progressive Unionist Grouping party, 
assertec that the Committee for the Defense of Democracy, as initially agreed 
upon, represents an on going relationship between the forces which consider 
democracy as their primary and just cause. 


in this context, the chairman of the Grouping party sees the necessity of 
Supporting the cause by going down among the people and forming a public opin- 
ion supportive of democracy through conferences and declarations and through 
the signing of petitions which the opposition sends to the political leader= 
ship and which will assert the masses’ belief in the demand that free valid 
elections be teld which are truly expressive of various opinions and orienta- 
tions." 


[We asked] "Haven't the recent Consultative Assembly elections given a re- 
assuring indication concerning the credibility of the announcement on the at- 
tendance rates and the results? These turned out to be totally different from 
what was announced before and was characterized by a faisification of the 
truth. Can you also say that there was an aversion to participation in the 
elections on the part of the people?" 


The Turnout Was 3 Percent 


Khalid Muhyi-al-Din replied, "The turnout was in no way greater than 3 per- 
cent; it was not 51 percent, as was announced. I was in al-Minya and went 
through 12 villages, and I confirmed that. You need simply know that in the 
Heliopolis District, which has 3,000 boxes in five precincts, only 30 citi- 
zens witnessed the Consultative Assembly elections." 


Mustafa Kamil Murad replied, "What happendd was just a change in tactics, not 
in falsification. Throughout the history of elections in Egypt, the turnout 
has been no greater than 24 percent in the towns and 35 percent in the rural 
areas. That happened in 1924. What I can state is that the recent Consulta- 
tive Assembly elections had a turnout of only 9 percent in Cairo. If the 
elections had been by personal identity card, as was requested, the number 

of people registered in the election rolls would have been 24 million." 


Ibrahim Shukri replied, "What is certain is that there were conditions bear- 
ing on the exercise of democracy in Egypt, foremost among them the issue of 

the elections, whose procedures we want to correct. This will be one of the 
essential points to be presented before the second general conference of the 
Labor Party, which is to be held on the 23rd and 24th of next month. The 
party's decision on whether or not to enter the elections for the next People's 


34 








Assemb.y, even under current conditions, is an issue which neither the party 
chairman nor its executive committee, but rather the genera! conference, will 
decide. 


[We stated! ‘However, the opposition's statement sets out a precondition 

for entering the coming elections: the need to eliminate the system of elec- 
tion by absolute party lists and cenditional proportions and to return to the 
Old system of elections considering that it is in your opinion compatible with 
the constitution. At the same time the ruling party wonders why there is op- 
position to and fear over the stipulation that one attain a proportion of 8 
percent of the total votes of the voters, if the party [the Labor Party] in- 
deed enjoys popular support." 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman replied, "If our aspirations in the Labor 
Party, stopped at just that percentage, it would be more appropriate that the 
party not enter the elections at all, and that we hold off to another later 
campaign. 1 can say that it was not in our minds to obtain at least 50 per- 
cent or not to enter the elections. The question is related to the need to 
establish sound methods of conduct related to a given party. I can imagine, 
for example, that a party would obtain 75 percent of the votes in an entire 
district, and the voters have the right to be represented by those who ob- 
tained this percentage, so why should we turn around and link it to the number 
of votes in the republic, though the voters in that district do not have any 
relationship to the other districts in Egypt? This way of thinking would be 
sound and acceptable @f the party lists were basically filed all over the 
republic. When, however, the filing is by district, it is not permissible 
to turn around and link it to the whole republic. On the issue of popular 
support, the answer is that we are defending proper constitutional condi- 
tions, and, perhaps as a result of a single party's dominance of government 
for 30 years, (not to speak of the fact that we are now under a quasi-single 
party headed by the president which contains ministers and governors), I can 
say that perhaps the opposition party may not have among the masses, under 
the influence of these pressures, in a given area or number of areas, so why 
should we keep it from being represented in the district which supports its 
program? And how can we take our message everywhere, when we are working 
with an ineffective method that is more than 50 years old, and when we are 
compelled to hold dozens of small conferences for 100 or 200 citizens, be- 
cause the opposition benefits from any location from which it can reach the 
citizens? We are faced with a monumental task. When we ask for an oppor- 
tunity to appeal on TV, because it is more beneficial than a thousand con- 
ferences, we are met with ridicule about the request as if the political 
leaders want to become stars." 


The Issue of Free Elections 
The chairman of the Grouping Party replied, "The basic issue is not in the 
8 percent ratio; rather, it is an issue of holding free elections in which 


you can get close to power and offer the people a sound opportunity to express 
their opinions. One of the most important guarantees is that the elections 
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be held by personal identity card that the voter sign or make a mark by his 
name, and that the number on his card be recorded, to prevent empty spaces 
which do not have voters from being filled up. On top of this, there is the 
need to raise the punishment for fraud to hard labor, so public officials 
will be aware of its serious nature. The issue whether our party will enter 
the next elections has not been decided yet; I can say that if the election 
conditions remain as they are, we will not enter the elections " 


The chairman of the Liberal Party replied, "The stipulation of the 8 percent 
ratio is unquestionably a difficult one, because we cannot enter elections 

in every governorate. We tried that in 12 governorates in the Consultative 
Assembly elections, and we got 2.5 percent of the vote. How can we ask for 
the 8 percent when we are prevented from having conferences, except within 
the walls of the party headquarters, and do not have daily papers? We cannot 
get in contact with the broad masses through television in any way in order 
to carry on a dialogue with them which ought to deal with their problems on 
a daily basis and, alongside those, the programs which the parties propound 
in order to solve them," 


/We asked/ "Isn't it in the interests of the masses as a whole quickly to 
abort to the abyss of violence and terror--a policy the opposition statements 
condemn with the demand that the emergency law be abrogated, in spite of the 
fact, which experience in applying it for 2 years has confirmed, that it has 
been used only to cope with cases of terror, in a manner which corresponds 

to other similar indeed more stringent laws in countries which have been 
familiar with the most deep-rooted democracy, such as Britain, which is now 
applying a law whose goal is to fight terror?" 


In his defense of the opposition demand, Mustafa Kamil Murad wondered, "What 
can guarantee us that the government will not at any time resort to the use 
of the emergency law in cases other than this? Wouldn't it be more proper 
for us to go back to normal, constitutional conditions? Even Poland, in 
spite of all the political vexations and problems it is suffering from, has 
abrogated martial law, and conditions in Egypt are stable, praise be to God. 
Why can't we give the freedom to establish parties and issue newspapers and 
follow up on and hold people to account through the laws the constitution 
approves? The parties' current mediocre resources in getting in contact. with 
the base, because of the ruling party's practices and the resources of the 
Socialist Union it has taken over, are one of the reasons for the emergence 
of extremist groups. However, holding extremists to account by law will 
never bring about what they call a quick abortion." 


Many people wonder what led to the creation of the Committee for the Defense 
of Democracy. The chairman of the Liberal Party replied in this manner: 
"Democracy, apart from programs or policies--I was one of the revolutionaries 
who launched the revolution with 'Abd~al-Nasir. They corrected the revolution 
under al-Sadat, and all my party, along with the other opposition parties, 
wants now is for normal and constitutional conditions to return to Egypt." 
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The chairman of the Labor Party replied, "The proverb says, ‘What threw you 
against the man? He replied, the orders were from him.’ I have no explana- 
tion other than that.” 


The chairman of the Grouping Party replied, "Doesn't Egypt deserve to have 
all forces join together for the sake of its primary, just cause, democracy’ 


/We asked / "Is it possible that these positions within the Egyptian opposi- 
tion might increase in the near future, to the point where it will form 
"shadow cabinets?" 


Ibrahim Shukri declared, "To a political party which presents itself to the 
masses through a specific program for serving the people, the formation of a 
shadow cabinet must be relevant. At the first party conference, we reviewed 
specific policies, and in the next conference, on 23 and 24 November, we will 
review papers related to some new points. After the stage of policies there 
will of necessity come a stage of personalities who will assume responsibil- 
ities. The shadow cabinet will be based on them, although what concerns us 
at present for the most part is that a climate arise where there will be op- 
portunities for everyone to express opinions, at which time the whole stage 
will not belong to the National Party.” 


Khalid Muhyi-al-Din declared, “Although neither the Comminist nor the Social- 
ist Party in Italy, for example, has a shadow cabinet, and although the op- 
position in most countries of the world has no shadow cabinets, except for 
Britain, where the Laborites and the Conservatives exchange governments, the 
idea has been relevant to our party in the last 3 years. We have a good 
nucleus for a shadow cabinet. Every party in the world distributes responsi- 
bilities among its leaders. We have personnel of the highest caliber in our 
midst in the Grouping Party. We have an economic group that contains 12 
specialized economists who are among the strongest economists in Egypt, 
headed by Dr Isma'il Sabri ‘Abdallah. We have ‘Abd-al-‘Azim Anis, who leads 
the Education Section, we have the Foreign and Arab Relations Committee, of- 
fices for workers and professionals, and the top expert on housing in Egypt, 
Dr Milad Hanna, who recently presented a recommendation which was adopted in 
the Housing Committee, and we have copious studies on peasants and the 
Egyptian rural areas, committees on religious and social affairs, and a 
women's federation. 


"This means that the Grouping Party, with the membership of the greatest nun- 
ber of personnel who are able to set out pclicies and solutions to issues, 
and to evaluate countervailing policies carried out by the ruling party--this 
is a very good nucleus for the formation of a shadow cabinet, but our 
struggle now, ahead of that, is to guarantee that free elections to the next 
People's Assembly are held." 


The Idea Has Been Discussed Since 1976 


Mustafa Murad declared, "The idea has been discussed in the Liberal Party 
since 1976, and the party was the first to call for it. At present, we 


37 














are in the process of forming a cabinet, but this process will take som 
time, in order for the necessary personne! to become fully provided. At 
the present time, there actually are leaders of the highest caliber of exper : 
tise in the areas of agriculture, economics, trade, finance, industry and 
education, but some time mst pass in order to come up with the necessary 


remaining personnel for forming a shadow government. That is something thai: 
strong parties can engage in." 


11887 
CSO: 4504/64 
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VOTER ATTITUDES, TENDENCIES IN AL=MINYA REVIEWED 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2890, 31 Oct 83 pp 26-29, 51 


[Article by ‘Isam 'Abd-al-'Aziz: “In Al-Minya the Elections Are Heated and 
the Streets Are Quiet!" ] 


[Text] The wheels of the elections are turning. The elections to the Consul- 
tative Assembly have ended, as have the elections to the union committees, 
and it is now the turn of the local assembly elections. 


We went to al-Minya. We chose the hard road, and decided that the talk 
should be stripped of everything but the truth. We recorded a picture of 
full dimensions. We conveyed it from the stone benches in the villages and 
the coffee houses in the public squares, from the insides of offices, among, 
officials, and from the midst of the fields and alongside the waterwheels 
with the peasants. 


Before a battery-operated casette recorder hanging from the trunk of a tree 
alongside one of the waterwheels irrigating farmland, we sat with some 
farmers, recording their views and opinions. 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qadir Idris, a farmer: 


"All our lives we have realized that elections are good, but this business 
about the lists is not understood. Someone told me that they are by appoint- 
ment, that is, that the people in the government enter the elections separ- 
ately and win by acclaim. That is, there are no elections." 


Another farmer, by name of Khalil ‘Abd-al-Jabir, said, 

“These elections are supposed to be held so that we can choose people who 

speak for the people, but in the elections to the people's assemblies when 
people win in the elections by acclaim, and the people do not choose then, 
who exactly then are the people who win speaking for? 


"I don't understand how this process works!" 


A third farmer, name of ‘Atiyah ‘Abd-al-Qadir, said: 
39 
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inn important fact, which is that peasants, deep down, carry) 
',U0O0 years and are aware, to an astonishing degree, of the 
' the game, bu lo not take part in it, because the game, as one 
arme! iid, has no taste to it! 


Not Enter a Losing Contest 


»ftee shop in Palace Square in al-Minya Governorate, we sat down with 
[brahim Abu ‘Awft, secretary of the Grouping Party in the governorate, and 
recorded this conversation: 
uestion]| How did the elections go in al-Minya Governorate? > 


He said, “Al-Minya is an old feudalistic region in which the elections are 
contingent on groups and families. Leadership positions are divided up among 
families, and the strong parties, before the revolution, in spite of their 
influence, could insinuate themselves into the al-Minya area only through 
the balance of forces among groups! 


"Even the ‘authorities'' organizations after the July revolution, starting 
with the Liberation Rally, then the National Union and the Socialist Union, 
all chose their leaders in al-Minya through groups and the calculated balan- 
cing of forces among the various families. 


"After the 1967 setback, a new stage started, in which the Socialist Union 
tried to meet with the man in the street as much as possible, without 
letting the left or the right get a chance to attract any part of the 
attention of the man in the street. 


"With the parties, though, the position was different. In my opinion, the 
elections that took place under the aegis of Mamduh Salim's cabinet were 
democratic to a large degree. The various political forces managed to ex- 
press themselves in them to some extent. 


"Even in these elections, the groups had a profound influence on the choice 
and the success of candidates." 


[Question] What is the Grouping Party's position on the elections to the 
local people's assemblies? 
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igencies in the governorate, in order not to clash with these 
f ea nuperous benefits tor themselves. Among the 
e) ( the people's assembly are ordinary employees who have realized 
tin n their oS for themselves, and others who have realized persona] 
in this torm of mutual benefits, a communality of interests has arisen 
between the members of the people’s assembly and the executive agencies in 
the Governorate ot al-Minya. Therefore, absolute lists were the most suita- 
ble election method in keeping with this pattern of interests which makes up 


. 


the local assembly. 


The People's Assembly Only! 


_Question] Notwithstanding our extreme respect for all “progressive” views, 
what, trankly, is the real magnitude of the leftist presence in al-Minya? 
This is because there are people who classify the Grouping Party as a party 
which is isolated from the masses, and state that the failure to enter the 
local peopie's assembly elections in al-Minya was proof in practice that the 
party in al-Minya has only a small headquarters, a sign bearing its name, 
and a very limited number of members! 


After a long, argumentative discussion, Dr Ibrahim Abu ‘Awf admitted the 
following: 


He said, “The Grouping Party does not enjoy popularity in the Governorate of 
al-Minya, because the farmers represent the overwhelming majority of the 
population and they .re totally subject to the religious figures, who char- 
acterize the left as apostasy and atheism." 


He said, “The Grouping Party does not have the ability to enter a number of 
election campaigns all in one sequence -- the Consultative Assembly, the 
labor unions and the local people's assemblies -- because it is trying to 
gather together all its forces and concentrate them on a single election 
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noose thelr representatives. 
"Theretore the election campaign which is the most just and important is now 
the one to elect the members of the People's Assembly!" 


He added, "Family and human relations gevern the course of events in any 
lection.campaign in al-Minya. Therefore, it would have been better not to 
enter the elections to the local people's assemblies as well as the elec- 
tions to the Consultative Assembly, because our entering into these elec- 
tions will not bring any political benefits but will negatively affect the 
relations between the members of the Labor Party and the political leaders 
of various tendencies in al-Minya." 


[Question] It is said that the volume of membership in the Labor Party in 
al-Minya is so limited that the party cannot draw up lists by which to enter 
the local people's assemblies in al-Minya. What is your view? 


He said, “That is talk whose aim is to spread unjustified doubts about the 
party's abilities. In the Governorate of al-Minya we in the Labor Party have 
more than 2,000 members, and we can draw up the lists needed to enter 
elections to the local people's assemblies from them. At least, we would 
have been able to draw up lists by which to enter the elections in some 
districts. 


"However, as I said, our failure to enter the elections to the local peo- 
ple's assemblies in the Governorate of al-Minya is an assertion of our 
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“It was the custom in al-Minya Governorate that every candidate would depend 
in his election campaign on his family and people first of all, then would 
try to strengthen his relations with the small families, in order to win 
them over to his side, and would also try to win the approval of the big 
families, so that he would not clash with their candidates. 


“However, this system has disappeared, and the people who want to run as 
candidates cannot submit applications for candidacy as individuals. Indeed, 
it now is the new system that each party will take a list containing the 
names of its candidates to the office receiving applications for candidacy 
to the people's assemblies. 


"The election campaign depended on the man in the street, but has now moved 
into the parties, which determine candidates by party lists. 


“Each candidate presents his party with an application for candidacy. The 


higher political leaders in each party determine the names the party list 
Will contain. 
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"There are no negative features in filling the local council; if thefe are, 
we wish that our people, the people of al-Minva, would tell us about then. 
"Clections by absolute lists are a system which the law stipulates, and we 


ire people who respect the law. 


"The flaws in direct free elections are numerous. The most serious of them 
is that groups might promote personnel who might not be appropriate. The 
party lists are better, because they limit the influence of these groups. 


"We had hoped that the opposition parties would enter the elections to the 
people's assemblies, because competition among the parties would bring out 
the best personnel. Unfortunately, however, the opposition parties do not 
have a base or a real, effective prsence in the Governorate of al-Minya. 


"The accusation that the local people's assembly members are trying to 
realize their personal interests is a vain one and is not based on proof. 
They are all rumors which biased persons are circulating, and we are not 
affected by then. 


"Tt is not true that the National Party candidates will obtain seats in the 


local people's assembly without exerting the least effort in the elections, 
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‘.h@ CONSTI tution emphasizes that the establishment of democracy will come 
About through the establishment of parties. We believe in the political 
ractices which will serve Egypt first of all! 
hac imaginec that the various parties would enter the elections to the 


people's assmeblies with numerous programs and that each of them would try 
to impart an iota of credit to Egypt or deal with one of the complex prob- 
lems of our country. 


“However, | have heard that the opposition parties have refused to enter the 
consultative Assembly and [local] people's assembly election campaigns be- 
cause they are preparing to enter the elections to the People's Assembly. 
This, in my notion, is a blatant error, because there are 4,200 villages in 
Egypt, in addition to the ports and towns, and if the opposition parties 
spread out among these locations, with aware programs that address the 
conscience of the people and deal with their issues in a positive manner, 
that will deepen these parties’ foundations on Egyptian soil through their 
treatment of the problems. 


“However, to think about the People's Assembly at this stage will cause 
these parties to lose their ability to form solidarity with the man in the 
street in the villages, ports and towns. 


"Therefore the opposition parties ought to have entered the elections to the 
local people's assemblies, no matter how difficult these elections might 
have been. 


"All of us, the National Party and the opposition parties, are Egyptians. We 
want to respect Egypt, develop the Egyptian village, eradicate illiteracy 
and raise the standard of living. 


"I invite the opposition parties to review the formula through which they 
engage in their political activity. They must strive to serve Egypt and be 
in solidarity with the man in the street through serious programs. 
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wever,. in reality, he harbors an unusual interest. 


at the National Party lists might win by acclamation, and it is 


hat the man in the street might not participate in choosing his 


ves to the people's assemblies, but none of this will prevent 
e street from following up on what is going on around him with 


extreme interest, now that he has assumed another role, which is embodied in 
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everyday problems in his own way, while waiting to learn the 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT'S CONCEPT OF DEMOCRACY CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Nov 83 p 7 


Article by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "Perspectives on Freedom and Democracy in 
the President's Address" 


Text At the opening of the new session of the People's Assembly, the assembly's 
last joint session with the Shura Council, President Husni Mubarak announced mat- 
ters thac officials must be aware of in exercising their authorities. Among those 
matters that the president announced, the president said, "Constructive criticism 
or the purposeful treatment of matters does not annoy us. We are all partners 
im the homeland: no individual in partic’: has a monopoly over allegiance, and 
ro group in perticular claims that it |alone| is loyal to the country. The home- 
land is for all: the government, the opposition, the leaders and the masses." 


Hence we are amazed by those executives who discriminate between supporters | of 
the governmenc, from the ruling party and those who oppose [the government} from 
other parties. They think they are gaining the good will of top leaders when they 
are in tact, embarrassing them and depicting the president's words as though 

they were slogans verbulized merely for their sound, even as actions were being 
taken on another course. Let us cite as an example of this what happened to the 
journalist, Muhammed 'Abd-al-Quddus who was denied his supervisory role over the 
religious section of AKHBAR AL-YAWM, which is one of the so-called national news- 
papers, because he refused to stop writing for opposition newspapers. Other jour- 
nalists who write for these newspapers, however, are allowed to write in the news- 
papers of the ruling party. We have been missing the words of the journalist, 

Jalal ‘Arif in AKHBAR AL-YAWM's "Al-Ra'y wa al-Ra'y al-Aakhar" [Point Counter- 
point because there are tendencies opposed to what he writes. A fellow journalist 
vho is editor-in-chief of a magazine published by the National Democratic Party 
was Charged with the task of supervising that section which Jalal ‘Arif had super- 
vised. Is this consistent with what President Mubarak is calling for? |The presi- 
lent stated), "There shall be no discrimination between one citizen and another, 
there shall be no distinction between a supporter of the government and one 
who is opposed to it." 


itizens liked this statement that the president made: "The real power of any 
political regime is not to be measured by the number of prisons that regime ope- 
rates or the number ot people it holds in detention centers. The real power of 
any regime lies in the liberties it affords | citizens) and the guarantees it pro- 
vides individuals under the protection of the law." 








1 am therefore surprised by the fact that al-Qal'ah Prison, which is a prison 

that is not within the legally recognized prison system, is still functioning 

and receiving detainees who are held in conditions that are unsanitary and in- 
humane. At one time it was announced that al-Qal'ah Prison would be closed per- 
manently. I am also surprised by the fact that some of those who had been arrested 
are still in custody even though a court order for their release has been issued 
and no declared warrant for their arrest was issued. 


[ am surprised by the fact that the government and the legislative authority are 
refusing to affirm guarantees for individuals who exercise [their political 
rights, when President Mubarak is announcing that the power of any regime lies in 
its involvement in honest elections and in [the efforts it makes] to preserve the 
free will of the people by provisions included in one of the laws that are in 
effect. Was this speech addressed to the government aad the legislative authority 
as if was addressed to the rest of the agencies, organizations and citizens? 
Engineer [brahim Shukri, president of the Labor Party and leader of the opposi- 
tion came forward once again, offering these guarantees to amend the foremen- 
tioned law. These are the guarantees that are being called for by all those who 
want to take part in the next People's Assembly elections. Does the People's 
Assembly in its last session and with the majority it has intend to endorse these 
guarantees to go along with what President Mubarak is calling for? 


With regard to the point that the president raised about the Emergency Law, it 
must first be said that the distinction between declaring or extending the state 
of emergency and applying the Emergency Law is inappropriate because these are 
two matters that are inseparably related. The Emergency Law may not be applied 
unless a state of emergency has been declared. Also declaring a state of emer- 
gency or extending that state of emergency would get the Emergency Law out of 
mothballs and activate it. 


It President Mubarak is wondering why objections are being made to the declara- 
tion of a state of emergency and the application of the Emergency Law if the app- 
lication of that law remains restricted to cases of armed terrorism, we in turn 
wonder why this was not clearly spe!led out in the decree that was issued regar- 
ding the state of emergency? If this had been spelled out, the Emergency Law 
would not be extended for one reason or another and applied to cases other than 
those of armed terrorism. In an article published in AL-SHA'B, number 200, which 
came ouf on 11 October 1983, I had cited a few cases where the Emergency Law was 
being applied. In no way can these cases be listed as cases of armed terrorism. 


Although this article was published more than 1 month ago, no official agency 

has issu... a response to that article or a refutation of what was in it. In fact, 
it seems that President Mubarak did not see the article. Had the president seen 
the article, he would have found in it the reason for the apprehension that 
exists from having the state of emergency extended and the Emergency Law applied 
without the clear stipulation that said application be restricted to cases of 
armed terrorism. 


President Mubarak praised the freedom of the press in Egypt in the sense that 
there was no interference with the criticism that is published by opposition 
party newspapers. In fact, there is no interference with some aspects of criti- 
cism and opposition which are published in the so-called national newspapers by 
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some writers who write for those newspapers. The president regarded that as a 
badge of distinction for the political regime in Egypt. This is a statement 

worthy of note and appreciation, even though it definitely falls short of recon- 
Sidering such matters as, the established rules for owning and managing the so- 
called national newspapers; the method of appointing the presidents of these news- 
papers’ boards of directors and editors-in-chief; [the practice of | barring some 
writers and journalists from writing in some of these newspapers; and the effort 
to} find a remedy for the harassments that some Opposition party newspapers 
encounter in printing, in circulation and in obtaining advertisements. 


In general also, freedom of the press requires that the Press Authority Law be 
repealed. That law imposes restrictions on the publication of newspapers and sets 
up a system to which practicing professional journalists are entrusted, despite 
the existence of a press union and despite the legal provisions that set limits 
on permissible criticism. 


Democracy Is a System of Government and not Freedom of Speech! 


Although the freedom to express another opinion is one of those freedoms that 
must be respected, that freedom alone is not enough to make one say that democ- 
racy has been achieved. Therefore, President Mubarak's response to a question 
that was addressed to him in the course of an interview with AL-TADAMUN Magazine 
caught my attention. President Mubarak's interview in AL-TADAMUN Magazine, which 
is published in Arabic in London, was printed in Egyptian daily newspapers on 5 
November 1983. AL-TADAMUN's editor-in-chief had asked President Mubarak ‘this 
question|: "Can the President tell us how he defines his understanding of 


Put 


democracy’ 


His excellency replied, "Democracy, as I see it, involves the multiplicity of 
Opinions, the multiplicity of parties and the freedom of expressing one's opinion 
under the protection of the rule of law." 


This definition undoubtedly lacks the addition of the [notion] that parties have 
a right to become involved in public elections that are free and honest. In such 
elections the party that wins a majority assumes power. Thus parties can succeed 
each other in power, competing with each other to serve the people. 


Liberties are among those pillars that support democracy, but they do not consti- 
tute democracy. Democracy is derived from two old Greek words [demos and 
krateein, which mean "government of the people."' Unless this freedom is used so 
that people can express their wishes and vote to elect a government that rep- 
resents them and expresses their wishes, we will not have achieved the state of 
having a government of the people; by the people, that is, by representatives of 
the people; and for the people, that is, [a government that acts] in the 
interests of the people. 


Hence, the Liberties Defense Committee is a committee of attorneys who undertake 
to defend citizens whose constitutionally guaranteed liberties are violated. This 
is one of the missions of the legal profession. 

The defense of democracy, however, is a political question. It is an act intended 


to provide a climate that is appropriate for conducting free and neutral 
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elections. In such elections citizens who are entitled to vote can express their 
wishes and choose their representatives and those who would defend their 
interests. 


The Committee for Defending Democracy Is Necessary 


Accordingly, forming a committee to defend democracy in Egypt and oppose the new 
law enacted by the present government for conducting the coming elections | is 
necessary |. This committee will point out the shortcomings of those laws; it will 
call for amendments to those laws; and it will call for the addition of guaran- 
tees that are necessary to ensure that the elections will be free, in keeping 
with what the constitution decrees. The constitution stipulates that elections 
are to take place under the actual and total supervision of the judicial 
authority. That supervision is not to be formal and superficial. The constitution 
stipulates that such supervision is legitimate and even desirable. It is the duty 
of every citizen who has an opinion which he considers useful in this regard [to 
come forward . This supervision is quite different from the work that is being 
done by committees that defend liberties. 


What President Mubarak was calling for in his address about the coming elections 
to the two elected) bodies can be achieved by the presence of such a committee 
for defending democracy, by having that committee become engaged in a dialogue 
with the government and with the ruling party and then by listening to what both 
parties have to say in the deliberations that are conducted by the head of state. 
President Mubarak had said that these coming elections constituted an opportunity 
in which all of us, the people and the opposition, can prove that we have made 
considerable progress towards achieving a sound democracy in which partisan ten- 
dencies, narrow views on matters and self-centered views of where interests lie 
would disappear from sight in one of the most serious and most important stages 
of our recent history. 


The regime is thought to have earned another badge of distinction for estab- 
lishing a democratic government by becoming engaged in this dialogue--without 
closing its ears and allowing the dialogue to turn into a conversation between 
two deaf people; by the fact that political leaders are convinced of the more 
proper course; and by the effort that is being made to correct the course to a 
democratic government. This badge of distinction is besides that which the regime 
earned tor the freedom of speech in partisan newspapers. 


Both Parties Are Asked To Adhere to Law 


lt is indisputable that all this must take place within the boundaries of the 
law. This means that constitutional laws are not to be violated. It means that 
there is no need to hint that these laws must be adhered to. But as long as we 
are on the subject of law, it is necessary for the government also to adhere to 
the boundaries of the law. Government must respect the provisions of the consti- 


tution; it must respect human rights and the law. Therefore, we are entitled to 
ask, "Have those who violated the constitution by issuing an unconstitutional law 
that dissolved the duly elected board of directors of the bar association been 
called to account?" Those people had presented that law to the president so he 


would issue it. Then the Supreme Constitutional Court ruled that the law was un- 
constitutional. 
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IMPACT OF ECONOMIC POLICIES ON VILLAGE LIFE EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 9 Nov 83 p 3 


[Article by Hasan Badawi: "This Is What Years of Open-Door Economy Have Done 
to Egyptian Village; Cultivable Land Has Diminished, Boutiques Have Spread and 
Money Merchants Are Coming; Cabaret Songs Are Heard From Cassettes Whereas Folk 
Songs Have Become History"] 


[Text] What have the years of open-door economy done to the Egyptian village? 
How has the Egyptian farmer been influenced by the dreams of emigration in his 
endeavor to escape the burden of poverty? 


Is the Egyptian farmer still that model shown to us in the film "The Earth," 

a farmer who dies rather than give up his land and who feels naked, disgraced 
and terrified if he is forced to leave the land? What are the features of the 
Change, and are they for the better or the worse? 


All these questions and others can be answered only by the Egyptian village 
itself and by the Egyptian farmer. 


East and West 


The village of Zunnarah is a village of the eastern section of Tala District, 
which includes 13 villages, the same as the western section, which also includes 
18 villages. 


The eastern section is the poor half of the district. Wealth and power are 
centered in the other half, which is located west of the town of Tala and is 
monopolized by the al-Ghaffariyah and Burayqi' families, who often produce 

the Two-People's Assembly members [for the district] and the Ghazi, Bilal and 
Abu Husayn families. 


The village of Zunnarah is 86 kilometers from Cairo and is separated from al- 
sharbiyah oy the villages of Babil and Kafr Hamam. From the west, it joins the 
town of Tala and Kafr Qarshum; from the south, Kafr al-Sukkariyah; and from the 


east, Janzur village. The village is located on the agricultural road linking 
Shabin al-Kawm with Tanta. 


~ 


There are nearly 30,000 permanent residents in the village, including about 
10,000 men and women capable of working, in addition to those l 


iving outside 
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small agricultural holdings. Most of these people live in Iraq and Jordan. 
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[he area of the entire village amouncs to 1,574 feddans, of which l, 
ed. The rest is used for buildings, roads, drains and canal 
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Cuitivat 

are in the village 1,900 buildings (houses, public buildings, shops and others) 
and 1,372 landowners. This is why the holdings are very small, ranging from 

2 girats to 10 feddans. 


Population density in the village has risen to the point where a family comprised 
50 members living in one house. This family owns 10 feddans of land. 


vw *) 


10 Years of Open-Door Economy 

The latest statistics on cultivable land in the village, compiled by the village 
agricultural cooperative last October, show that this land has diminished by 

17 percent over the past 8 years (1975-83) as a result of the use of part of 

the land for the construction of buildings. This is why we find that accesses 
to the village from all four sides run for a mile through the cultivable lands. 


The village inhabitants working abroad return every year or two with dreams of 
having equipment (telephones, cassette players, house appliances and other 


. 


items) building a red brick house instead of a mud house and then opening a 
boutique. Thus, the number of producers is declining gradually in favor of an 
increase in the number of merchants. The number of farmers is also declining, 
and the money supply in the village is growing when there is a scarcity of 
locally manufactured products and an increase in imported products, thus causing 
the prices to rise. 


Tenant farmers are almost nonexistent. Of the village's entire holdings, only 

200 feddans are leased. The leasing is done for cash, meaning that the farmer 
> 

pays 70 pounds in rent for each feddan leased. 


One of the signs of the open-door economy in the village in the past few years 
is the transformation of the village's main coffee shop, located in the main 
square on the agricultural road, into the International Trading Company, which 
is owned by the sons of 'Azzuz, one of the prominent merchants on al-Bahr Street 


in Tanta. 


The company sells home appliances and equipment (mostly imported) and cassette 
tapes (some of which were seized last month). The farmers were told that they 
were tapes of Umm Kalthum [a popular singer who died in the late 1970's]. 

The company sells to the farmers on installments. 


Another sign of the open-door economy is the fact that the money-changing trade 
has reached the village. The exchange of money brought in by emigrants working 
abroad has moved from the airport to the village of Zunnarah. In the past few 
years, three boutiques have been opened in the village. The shelves of the 








<U grocery shops (excluding vendors who sell door-to-door)m abound with imported 
goods, beginning with tomato sauce and salmon and ending with eggs, cheese 


5 
and cooking fat. 


In recent years, nearly 90 percent of the village inhabitants have acquired 
televesion sets (black and white). There are in the village about 200 color 
TV sets, 5 video sets and nearly 100 telephones. 


Projects Prior to Open-Door Economy 


In the early 1970's, a traveler on the agricultural road identified the village 
by the elementary school at the village entrance and then by the agricultural 
cooperative buildings, the health unit and the fodder plant located at the end 
of the village and adjacent to the drinking-water reservoir. Across from the 
reservoir are Martyr 'Abd al-Mun'im Riyad Preparatory School and the flour mill. 


The fodder plant was built in 1958 as a private sector project and was nation- 
alized on 21 July 1967, when control of it was turned over to the Panta Oils 
and Soap Cc 


The village loan and credit bank used to distribute the necessities for produ- 
ction (seeds, fertilizer and pesticides) to the farmers in return for a small 
commission. The name of this bank is now the Development and Credit Bank and 
it advances investment loans at an interest rate of 9 percent. 


In the 1960's, there were in the village 4 shoe shops, 2 carpentry shops, a 
post office, a public phone booth, 8 funeral homes for Muslims, 1 funeral home 
for Christians and 6 mosques. 


The villagers recall with nostalgia those days when they could buy a duck for 
1 pound from the weekly Saturday or Tuesday market. This was in the late 1960's 
and early 1970's. They could also get fresh vegetables and fruit, local cooking 


fat, cheese and other goods. 


y compare those prices with today's when the price of a pair of shoes has 

en to 10 pounds and a pair of boots to 20 pounds. The ordinary pack of 

er cigarettes is sold for 50 plasters, a kilogram of Sugar for 50 piasters, 

a kilogram of oil for 60 piasters, a 40O-gram pack of tea for 25 or 30 piasters 
and a kilogram of chichens for 180 piasters, even though three chicken farms have 
been set up in the Village in the past few years. 


Food security 


The agricultural cooperative premises is built on a two-feddan plot. Recently, 
an automobile body and engine repair shop (privately owned) was built on land 
that belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture, in addition to a building for a 
health unit and a food security booth owned by the Egyptian Fish Marketing Com- 
pany. Between the car repair shop and the booth is a Strip of land that has 
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turned muddy and is filled with dirt as a result of a broken waterline. There 
is also a consumer cooperative on the same plot 


The booth gets an average of a half a ton of fish daily, sardines only. A 
kilogram of this fish is sold for 35 piasters and this small quantity of fish 

is distributed to nearly 12 villages. This booth is one of four in Tanta, Tala, 
Shabin and Zunnarah. Moreover, the fish is delivered at 1600 and sold the 
following morning. The possibility of the fish turning bad is there because 
there is no refrigerator and the area surrounding the booth is dirty. 


consumer cooperative sells only (essential goods), thus serving 
a grocer supplying essential goods. As for the cooperative's 

sh, meat, chicken, cheese and other goods, the inhabitants know 

ut it. The consumer cooperative is also a part of the agricultural 


The village 
the role of 
Share of fi 

nothing abo. 
cooperative. 


What is surprising is what happens in the village's sole bakery on which nearly 
30 percent of the inhabitants rely. With the increasing number of employees 
and professionals and the decreasing number of people baking their bread at 
home, this bakery was built in the early 1970's and used to get 9 sacks of 
flour daily. The bakery used to operate from 1700 until the next morning, so 
that the bread was ready for sale before the employees and professionals (who 
are the population segment in the direst need of this bread) had to leave for 
work. Last year, Hamdi al-Hakim, governor of al-Minufiyah, issued a decision 
reducing the bakery to 6 sacks of flour daily. The governor also interfered 
to change the hours of operation to 0400-1000. The village inhabitants say 
that they cannot get bread by 0800. 


What is also surprising is that meat has disappeared from the special cooperative 
of the (Education Department Employees). The cooperative used to sell a kilo- 
gram of meat at 300-330 piasters. But it recently stopped selling meat alto- 
gether. Is this due to an agreement with the village butchers, as some village 
residents say, keeping in mind that there is no slaughterhouse and that the 
Slaughtering is done inside homes without any health supervision or certificate? 


Moreover, there are no restaurants in the village. However, there are nearly 
40 vendors who sell ful [boiled broad beans] and falafil [fried garbanzo and 
vegetable patties] at stands. 


Dr Mas'ud 


The inhabitants still remember Dr Mas'ud, the health unit doctor in the 1960's. 
He was the only doctor in the village at the time and his examinations were 
free of charge. Dr Mas'ud used to examine the farmers periodically, treat them 
for bilharzia and go to them in the fields and in their houses. At that time, 
there was no such thing as a "private examination.” 


Since 1972, examinations ac the medical unit have been divided into two kinds: 
Examination for a ticket costing 5 piasters, with the patient given aspirin as 

a cure, regardless of his ailment, and a private examination, costing 50 piasters 
at the outset. But this cost has risen gradually to 130 piasters, and at times 


54 





even <¢ pounds. Even though the medical unit is supplied with its share of 
drugs by the medical administration in Tala and even though these drugs are 
allocated for those treated for the 5-piaster ticket, they are only dispensed 
to those who pay the cost of a private examination. 


In recent years, three doctors have opened offices in the Village, in addition 
to the medical unit doctor. One of them is a dentist who has an office in the 
village. He charges 2 pounds for an examination, 5 pounds for an extraction 

and 10 pounds for a filling. As for the other two doctors, they charge 2 pounds 
for an examination at the office and 5 pounds for a house visit. 


The village has no pharmacy. But there is one in the neighboring village of 
Babil. As for barbers engaging in medical practice, this phenomenon has disap- 
peared and the barbers are content with [sentence incomplete]. As for midwives, 
there are only two of them who deliver most of the babies. 


Village inhabitants say that vaccinations exist only on paper. Vaccination 
against "summer diseases"--the official name given to cholera--has been given to 
few people in the village. 


Private Schools 


When the 1960's ended, there were two elementary schools in the village. In 
1972, the inhabitants founded a preparatory school through their own efforts 

and called it Martyr 'Abd-al-Mun'im Riyad School. Since then, no new classrooms 
have been built, even though two classrooms are about to collapse in one of 

the two elementary schools because of old age. These classrooms are not used 

at present and the students are squeezed into the other classrooms. Each 
classroom has 50-60 students; the number was 30-34 in the 1960's. There were 
also a number of Koran schools, of which only two remain, to teach the Koran, 
reading, writing and the principles of arithmetic. 


In the preparatory school, v.uich now operates in two shifts, the toliet facilities 
have been blocked for years. With the increasing number of students, 5,000 

pounds was allocated to build two more classrooms on the second floor (even 

though the cost of building them does not exceed 3,000 pounds). Despite this, 

the classrooms are still without doors or windows. Nevertheless, the two class- 
rooms are in use, even though the inhabitants don't know how they can be used 
with the approach of winter. 


The strange phenomenon is that all students, from the first elementary class up 
to high school seniors, take private lessons. The minimal number of students 
taking private lessens with a single teacher is 100 (in two classes). All 

the teachers give private lessons and those students who do not take private 
lessons are doomed to failure. Even the students of agricultural and industrial 
Schools take private lessons. The schools don't use the (study groups) system. 


The price for private lessons for a sixth grader has reached 5 pounds monthly, 
whereas it ranged from 2-5 pounds in recent years. In the preparatory stage, 
the student pays 7 pounds monthly for English, 10 pounds for mathematics and 











pays 1 pound 
pound per 


an average of 5 pounds for other subjects. A high school students 
per session (1 hour) for English, 1.5 pounds for mathematics and 
session for other subjects. 


b 4 


Water, Pools and Sewers 


Clean drinking water came to Zunnarah in the mid-1960's. But the village has 

no sewers yet and this forces the villages to dump their waste in the village. 
Ten years ago, only one employee was working in the water reservoir and the 
water was clean and flowed without interruption. But despite the many empioyees 
now working in the reservoir, its water is more like stagnant water and is 
covered by moss and the villagers complain of the interrupted water supply, 

even to the sole baker in the village. 


There was a hydrant next to a carpentry shop in the eastern part of the village. 
But this hydrant has been covered with earth. Even though electricity came to 
the village in the mid-1970's and light poles were installed in the streets, the 
village is drowned in darkness after sundown because there are no light bulbs 

on the light poles, including the pole located in front of the cotton-gathering 
center where the bales are dumped in the open, and along with them all the 
efforts of the village farmers and their limited hopes for a little profit "to 
be used for school fees or for clothes for the children.” 


Center of Every Age 


The village youth center, which is controlled by the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, is managed by an executive board of eight members. It seems that the 
phenomenon of failing to attend meetings is not confined to the People's 
Assembly but exists in all councils controlled by official sources. 


A member of the village handball team, which was recently runnerup in the 
governorate championship, said: Only two or three members attend meetings. The 
others have nothing to do with the center. One member went to Libya and re- 
turned to find that he had been reported as being present at all of the meetings. 
The center's athletic activity is mainly limited to soccer. As for cultural 
activity, it is confined to religious symposiums held once a week during the 
month of Ramadan, without being advertiged. To put it briefly, this kind of 
cultural activity is dead. As for tne youth center library, it is empty, except 
for books about President al-Sadat and his speeches. These books and speeches 
replaced those of the late President Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir. 


This center was founded in the 1960's and was then alive with athletic, cultural 
and art activities. Through the center, the village participated in art 
contests (folklore dancing, singing and plays) and cultural and athletic con- 
tests, not to mention the numerous and diverse cultural synposiums held at the 
center. 


Marriage in Zunnarah begins these days with the customary engagement and the 


young man personally selects the girl he wants to marry instead of the old 
tradition [of having the bride chosen by the family]. 
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In Zunnarah, the bridegroom pays a dowery of no less than 2,000 pounds in 
advance and 1,000 pounds in delayed payment. At times, agreement is reached 
on sharing the costs of the preparations and no cash transactions sare involved. 


In the 1960's, the center cf power was limited to certain families. The Shihab 
family was the center of political power with its monopoly of the mayorship, 
the Hamad family was the richest family and enjoyed economic influence (even 
though agricultural holdings in the 1960's were limited and 10 feddans, the 
maximum holding permissible--this maximum is now 50 feddans in accordance with 


the latest agrarian reform law--were considered a valuable holding). 


But now that the influence of the mayor has disappeared and the mayorship has 
been cancelled, with the village police station replacing the mayor, and now 
that any agricultural land holding, regardless of its size, has lost its value, 
the center of power has shif'ted to another family. The criterion has now 
become one of social and political influence and al-Sa'dani family enjoys more 
such influence than other families. This family includes among its members a 
former ambassador, a counselor, a police precinct commander, a group captain, 

a general financial and administrative inspector at the Education Department 

in Shabin al-Kawm, a former supply inspector who now owns a sanitary appliances 
company and the governorate's public relations director. The family also had 
two members in the district's local council during the preceding session--both 
from the National Party--in addition to a large number of doctors, teachers, 
lawyers and so forth. 


aa ¢ State workers ard hired farmers were the object of persecution and com- 
rised the poorer segmen: in the village in the 1960's. But with the end of 
oy presence of the assigned workers, which coincided with the end of the 

State role in land reclemation and relied on agricultural engineers, and with 
the absence of hired hands resulting from the emigration of workers and the 
Shortage of labor, the object of this persecution has now become the workers 

and the employees, especially those who do not own any land and who depend on 
their wages to purchase everything, and the small farmers who rely on their few 
jirats of land. This situation has developed in the wake of the rapid growth 

of the village consumer patterns during the years of the open-door economy. 
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There is in the village one contractor who brings in weekly 10 copies of each 
of the opposition newspapers, which are sold immediately. A copy of AL-AHALI 

cannot be kept because it moves so rapidly from hand to hand. As for the 
fficial papers, especially MAYU, they are unsalable and the contractor is 


lled, according to one of the citizens, "to leave them out in the sun and 
°* a M 
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return them boiled! lany of the village residents are demanding that their 
order of AL-AHALI be increased because they are compelled to go to Tala to buy 
the newspaper. 
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As for the partisan presence in the village, it is continea b! i influence 
by the Grouping Party among most of the citizens and paper e in tne 


National Party by some citizens, especially those seeking t gain seats i! 
village or local councils, to solve certain problems or t 
services and other facilities. 


Zunnarah, as well as the villages of the eastern sectiond the district, 1s 

well known historically for its leftist inclination. The reason for this is 
traced to the social and political influence of the pashas and of e wealthy 
over the western half of the district, their domination of the people's destiny 
there and their control of votes. The villages of Kamshish and cunnarah tr 
particular are considered the main source of confrontation against the influence 


of the pashas in the district capitals. 


In the rigged elections of 1979, Zunnarah in its entirety supported Mustafa al- 
'Azab, the independent candidate, against al-Sayyid 'Abd-al-Gheaffar, the son of 


Ahmad Pasha 'Abd-al-Ghaffar and a relative through marriage of the late presi- 
dent [al-Sadat], despite all the propaganda and support given by the presidential 
establishment and all its members, including Martyr ‘Ismat gargs. to the 


Colonel (the nickname by which al-Sayyid 'Abd-al-Ghaffar is known in the 
district). 


Zunnarah inhabitants collectively boycotted the past Consultative Council 
elections, even though the three [election] committees where located where 
people normally gather, namely, across from the agricultural cooperative, the 


bus station, the fodder plant and the bakery. The people stood watching the 
empty committee offices, and the National Party members were compelled t bring 
i 


people from outside the village to fill the voting cards. One of 
was rag Se Jabir Mustafa (agricultural supervisor at Zunnarah cooperative 
who is from al-Kawm al-Akhder, Shabin al-Kawm District. 


Differences erupted within the National Party when representation of the 
astern half (18 villages) was disregarded in the party's list for the 

governorate people's council. When 'Antar Abu al-Naja, the National Party 
candidate from the adjacent village of Babil for the district's local council 


+ 


membership, protested the situation, his name was struck from the list. 
T . a m 
Information Test 


[ asked one villager who had gone to work in Iraq for 2 years and who now 
works as a messenger and owns a television set: 


What are the names of the Iragi and Iranian leaders you know and who are the 


He answered I know Saddam Husayn, the Iraqi Revolution Command Council chair- 
man; ‘Izzat Ibrahim, the vice president; Taha Yasin Ramadan, the first deputy 
prime minister; Tariz Hanna ‘Aziz, the deputy prime minister and minister of 
foreign affairs; 'Adaan Khayrallah, the minister of defense; and ‘Abd-al-Fattah 
Shalshal, the chief of staff. From Iran, I know Khomeyni; Rafsanjani, the 





parliament speaker; Ali Khamenei, president of the republic; and Ali Akbar 
Velayati, the minister of foreign affairs. From the PLO, I know Yasir ‘Arafat, 
Abu lyad and Hani al-Hasan. 


Did you read Iraqi newspapers? 


T 


read AL-THAWRAH, AL-'IRAQ and ALIFBA' magazine, which is like our AL-MUSAWWAR. 
What do you know about the main opposition leaders in Egypt? 


fhalid Muhyi-al-Din, NPUG chairman; Ibrahim Shukri, Labor Party chairman; 
Mustafa Kamil Murad, Liberal Party chairman; Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din, al-Wafd chair- 
man, and Kamal Ahmad, Nasirist Party chairman. I know nothing about the Ummah 
Party. 


What do you know about what happened in Lebanon today (this was the day of the 
Suicidal operation in which the U.S. and French command buildings were blown up)? 


I learned from the television yesterday that the U.S. and French command buildings 


first major U.S. loss since the Vietnam War. Is this a loss? What about the 
loss incurred as a result of the Israeli invasion, which has amounted to 
f0,000 lives? Isn't this a loss? Are 120 Americans and 25 Frenchmen equal to 
the 2,000 people who died in Sabra and Shatila? 


lL asked another citizen, who works as a collector in the public transport 
facility who has not traveled outside Egypt and who also has a television set, 
the same question and he said: 


in Iraq, 1 know Saddam Husayn and in Iran I know Khomeyni, the head of Iran; 
Yasir ‘Arafat, the PLO chairman; Husni Mubarak, the National Party chairman; 
and Khalid Muhyi al-Din, Progressive National Grouping Party chairman. I don't 
know the names of the heads of the other parties or the name of al-Minufiyah 


RO ve rnory e 


[ saw on television yesterday the attack against the U.S. and French buildings 
and heard the minister of foreign affairs denouncing the Lebanese for striking 
the foreigners who have come to their country. 


Despite the presence of manifestation of civilization in Zunnarah, its heart is 
still the same: Mud houses, widespread bilharzia and a poor majority, which 
belongs to the eastern half and which knows perfectly well the story of Salah 
fusaynm the martyred son of Kamshish, who fell in the poor peasants’ battle 
against feudalism. They sing his praises and sing for him: 


Salah, rest in peace. Look and see and you will find that your green 
stick has turned into a carnation. 


Qu 
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EGYPT 


PROSECUTION OF CONSTRUCTION LAW VIOLATORS URGED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Nov 83 p 15 


{Article by Eng Muhammad Hasan Durrah: "To Safeguard Prestige of Law and 
Government, Urgent Trial Required for These Tamperers”] 


[Text] We are not demanding that gallows be erected to take revenge on these 
saboteurs. There is no vendetta and no hostility between us and certain 
individuals. But we are defending a cause and a principle we have all 
accepted and supported in the interest of our country and the interest of 
all of us. The cause is the cause of observing the law and of establishing 
absolute justice and equality among all the people. The principle is the 
principle of the supremacy of the law in word, in deed and in application-- 
a frank, sincere and honest supremacy of the law, free from circumvention, 
from evasion, from the tricks of middlemen seeking loopholes, from merchants 
of lawsuits and from the practitioners of procrastination and delay in the 
judiciary system. We demand a justice that gives man his right without 
delay or procrastination and we reject a justice that rides on the back of 

a tortoise. Slow justice means quick injustice. 


Our country can no longer abide lengthy debate or patient discussion over 

the implementation of an explicit law that is free of ambiguities and 
interpretation. Supremacy of the law is our objective, and we respect the 
inviolability and independence of the judiciary. But we do not want the 
judiciary to become a sphere for give and take, desperate defense and lengthy 
debates on issues determined and settled by the law and issues that are open 
to immediate implementation and execution. 


Law No 106 of 1976 was ruined by the judiciary committees entrusted with 
issuing sentences on the violations. The law stipulates that a decision 

be issued by the petitions committee within 17 days from the time a case 

is referred to the committee. But sometimes 2 years would pass without the 
committee meeting or making a decision. The same goes for the appeals 
committee. The law stipulates that a decision be issued by this committee 
within a period of 62 days from the time a case is referred to the petitions 
committee, whereas 4 or 5 years would pass without the committee meeting or 
issuing a decision. This fact enabled landlords to build tens of floors in 
violation of the law. What is more, some of those floors collapsed before 
the date set for examination of the violation. 
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The new law, law No 30 of 1983, closes this gap and stipulates the immediate 
elimination of violations indisputably and openly breaching the law, namely: 


1. Buildings posing a danger to lives or property. 

2. Violation of plans by the landlord. 

3. Violations of elevations in excess of levels set by the law. 

4. Violations pertaining to the use of parking facilities for other purposes. 


In these cases, the matter must be referred to the governor concerned so that 
he can personally issue the order for removal or correction without the need 
for presenting the case to a judiciary committee. This is in accordance 

with article 16 of the same law. Article 3 of the law states that a compromise 
may be reached with those committing ordinary violations, except for the 
above-mentioned four cases, where a com»romise is impermissible and where 

the violation must be eliminated. 


Proceeding on this basis, the governors moved to issue decisions to demolish 
upper floors exceeding the maximum elevation Stipulated by the law. A decision 
was issued by a higher technical commission stating that these extra floors 
pose a threat to lives and property in accordance with the clear and 
unambiguous provisions of the law. But the thing that perplexes us and that 
we cannot imagine or accept is that the governors' decisions ar2 still mere 
ink on paper due to the indefinite suspension of the decisions to eliminate 
the violations. Some contravening landlords have had decisions issued by the 
courts to suspend implementation after undertaking written commitments to 
eliminate the violations on their own within a set period. There are numerous 
other examples where implementation of the law has been suspended, thus 
frustrating the resolution oand enthusiasm of the governors and putting them 
in an extremely embarrassing position. 


Contradiction Between Words and Deeds 
So, there are things we do not understand, or there are powers above the law. 
To say what we da not do and to do what we do not say is the real tragedy. 


If we cast our minds back a bit and review the events of the past 2 years, 

we find this enormous deluge of daily statements and headlines with which the 
national papers confront us from time to time about imaginary accomplishments 
said to have been achieved or about to be achieved and which make the masses 
imagine that the world will change and the situaticn will improve. The press 
then storms into our daily hardship and difficulties with black headlines 
that are very much like sedatives--headlines such as "Council of Ministers 
iss'ics decrees to end laxity and to launch serious action," as if our previous 
action was not serious or perhaps this is an implicit admission that our 
previous action comprised mere slogans devoid of seriousness and commitment. 
There were also slogans such as "War against laxity begins today." It is as 
if we were in a peace treaty with laxity unwittingly. Another headline was 
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"Firm leaders in every position.” 


It is as if by a magic power and out of 

the blue, these leaders had dropped on us from ’eaven. Other headlines were 
"The age of laxity has ended and courageous confrontativn of all manifestatiors 
f laxity that have infilt:» .ted our life." This is a small sample out of a 


0) 
horde of statements and h iadlines we se’ daily and that a:cuse us, before 


h 
drugging us, of negligence, laxity, indecision and remoteness from seriousness 
and commitment. Innocently and with goc’#.'1, the masse: |ileve these big 


words and wait for a rosy age in which tne earth and its people change-- 

an age in which deviation, negativeness, negligence, laxity and indifference 
vanish and in which overindulgence in material things, cheating, hypocrisy, 
illicit aspirations and flagrant challenges and violations of the law end. 
The waiting goes on and on and none of these bright promises or broad 
statements are achieved. Rather, results contradicting all these promises, 
statements and decrees materialize and conditions worsen and deteriorate 
further. What is worse and more bitter, the citizens lose confidence in 
everything that is said and written. They lose confidence in everything. 

The phenomena engulfing them have not changed. Encroachment on state lands, 
properties and monies continues and has never ceased. Profiteering in 
subsidized essential goods, construction materials and other commodities 
persists and intensifies day after day. We are up to our ears in violations 
of the building, planning and housing law and their consequences are 
intensifying and are evident to all. The streets are drowned in lakes of 
sewage, pollution is high and is threatening people's health and lives, 

public buildings crack and collapse in rapid succession, claiming innocent 
and not-so-innocent lives as their victims, public opinion boils over and 

the media beat their drums. Under this raging popular pressure, the government 
succumbs and is compelled to present a new construction bill--the same scenario 
repeated frequently in previous stories--with the hope of putting an end to 
the chaos in the sphere of construction and of absorbing the wrath of the 
masses. His excellency the president of the republic issues his firm and 
serious recommendations on the need for the new construction law to be 
decisive in deterring the violators, in achieving the interest of the 
overwhelming majority of the people and in protecting the citizens’ lives. 
His excellency further asserts that "if the law does not establish discipline 
in construction and if it does not ensure the citizens' safety, we will 
return it to the People's Assembly. If it is not firm and strict against 
violators, we will use our power to achieve this objective." Discussion of 
the bill begins in the People's Assembly committees with a demand for seizing 
buildings violating the state laws. There were other enthusiastic and heated 
proposals in the same vein. People with power and interest (band together) 
and under their pressure, the matter ends in a tattered law that is not much 
different from its predecessors and that fails to achieve the people's 
aspirations, as we noted at the time. Despite all this, law No 30 of 1983 

is promulgated. We said: This is not bad but the only hope for implementing 
this law soundly lies in changing the climate of work and of execution. 

In fact, decisions were issued with utter courage by the governors at the 
outset to implement the law against the first batch of buildings violating 
the law so flagrantly that they leave no place for delay or interpretation. 
But the voice of falsehood rises with a raging storm of intimidation declaring 
that nobody will dare come close to the violating buildings to remove a single 
brick from them. The government retreats and weakens in the face of the 
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the threat of falsehood with its resounding voice. The government submits 
and succumbs to this insolent defiance and the governors wash their hands of 
any measure guaranteed by the law. So implementation comes to an immediate 
halt, and this new law, like its predecessors, falls into the bottom of a 
deep well. What a surprise! The farce of elevations and violations persists, 
even turns more rabid than before. Look around you to see its manifestations 
defying all the preceding and following building and planning laws in all 
quarters of Cairo and al-Jizah. 


To tell the truth, the only hope left to me is to demand an immediate and 
speedy trial for these people who tamper with the law, who sabotage the 
country, who corrupt everything and who are in love with illicit profit and 
with greed--a fair trial in which right prevails and falsehood is defeated. 


[ repeat my appeal to Muhammad Husni Mubarak, his excellency the president 

of the republic, who has proven in only 2 years, his entire period in office, 
his concern and his care for his people's interests. We ask him to carry 

out what he said in his decisive statement, namely, "If the law is not firm 
and strict against violators, we will use all our powers to achieve this 
objective.” 


God be with him and our hearts surround him. God never fails any of His 


servants who honestly and sincerely seek His help to uphold what is right, 
to promote His word and to stifle the voice of those who corrupt the earth. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/72 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT RESTRICTION OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Nov 83 p ll 


(Article by Muhammad 'Abd-al-Qaddus: "Student Freedom Between Opposition 
and Government; Government Imposes Restrictions on Students and Opposition 
Considers Their Freecom Fundamental" ] 


[Text] Vigilant opposition is Egypt's future. There is no doubt that it is 
a turn for the better that the people aspire to--an alternative to the 
taltering and muddled policies of the National Party government. 


A specific example confirms what we have said--the freedom of students at the 
university. The government exerts efforts to restrict the students; their 
thinking and intellect, their steps and movements. The opposition, on the 
other hand, wants to release the students and give them their freedom, their 
full freedom. With freedom, the student will belong to Egypt and love it. 
He will sacrifice his time and efforts for it. Egypt becomes the center of 
his interest and the student becomes a human being with a commitment and 

i complete personality. With restrictions, the student graduates from the 
university as an employee and as a selfish human being who thinks only of 
nimself, has a weak personality and is hesitant and lazy. This is the 
difference between freedom and oppression. 


University Has Become Big Prison 


Come with me, let us tour the university to see the big difference between 
the opposition's thinking and the National Party government's thinking. 


We note on approaching the university campus that the university has become 
a big prison. All the iron gates are closed and the university guards stand 
behind them. It is forbidden to entex the university without a university 
card. As a result, we find hundreds of students standing outside the 
university because they have not been fortunate enough to get the required 
identity card at the right time. Upon entering, there is nothing to prevect 
your being "humiliated" on the pretext of inspection. 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad, Labor Party secretary general, says that the 
opposition's viewpoint in this approach is in total conflict with the 
government's viewpoint. Our viewpoint is based on confidence in the students, 





contrary to the National Party's viewpoint, which is based on fear and 
wariness toward the students. The difference in viewpoints clearly leads 

to a difference in behavior. The opposition's viewpoint, which is based on 
contidence in the students, is followed by respect for their liberties, 

the simplest of which is freedom to enter the university. The opposition 
believes that freedom to enter the university is fundamental. It demands that 
the university guard be abolished. It wants to remove the iron fences at the 
university's gates. All students should not be the object of suspicion until 
they prove their innocence. It is unreasonable and illogical to impose a 
siege on all students out of fear of a terroristic or trouble-making minority. 
The guarantee of student calm is not achieved by intimidating the students 

but from giving them their legitimate freedom. The guarantee comes from the 
presence of an Egyptian government that represents all of Egypt, works for 

the overwhelming majority and is not imposed on the people or working for 

a minority among them. 


Student Union Massacre 


Finally, we enter the university after experiencing a hardship and difficulty 
that did not exist until a few years ago. We notice immediately that every 
student is preoccupied with himself and is negative. It is from home to the 
lecture and home again. Often, it is also skipping the lectures to sit in 
the cafeteria or to wander aimlessly through the university. The reason for 
this negative attitude is clear and well known, namely, the student massacre, 
as it has been rightly described by Dr Hilmi Murad, which took place in 1979 
when broad amendments were introduced into the student bylaws--amendments 
that deprived the students of many of the legitimate rights they had gained 
with their struggle, not to mention the technical restrictions those amend- 
ments imposed on the student movement. 


Let us review these restrictions to see the vast difference between the 
painful reality under which we live because of the National Party government 
and the hope of the opposition for a better life free of restrictions and 
hindrances. 


Dr Hilmi Murad says that the student bylaws contain restrictions that are 
dangerous to the student movement, the most significant being: 


Abolition of the general federation of the republic's students as the epitome 
of the Egyptian student movement and the transfer of this federation's powers 
to the Universities Higher Council--a transfer that undermines Egypt's 

reputation in other countries that have student federations and organizations. 


Abolition of the student union at the level of the individual university and 
its replacement by an administrative university apparatus that has been called 
the Council for the Coordination of Student Activities. 


The student union at the university level has lost its role as a student 
organization. There are no more than 5 students in the 12-member union 
council. The other members comprise 5 professors, a college dean and the 
head of the college's or institute's youth welfare apparatus as secretary 
of the union fund. 


65 








ihe powers of these orphaned unions have become feeble. They are forbidden 
from rendering any student services, such as printing academic folders, 


advancing social aid or solving student problems. 


(he opposition demands that all these restrictions be abolished, that the 
general federation of the republic's students be restored, that the individual 
university unions be restored and that the student unions in each college 
regain their role as student organizations, with student elements 
predominating, and that these unions be given the requisite powers. Do you 
now see the vast difference between the opposition thinking and the ruling 
party thinking? 


Our university tour continues. We also note that there is no intellectual 
activity whatsoever after the end of the lectures. It is forbidden. The 
bylaws state this frankly. The student unions have been banned from engaging 
in any tactional, political or ideological activity. 


When University Loses Its Freedom 


Dr Ashrat al-Bayyumi, a science professor at Alexandria University, draws 
our attention to numerous important points: 


The university is inseparable from society, meaning that if freedom prevails 
in the country then this freedom will also extend to the university. In a 
restricted society ruled by an emergency law and by martial laws and a society 
in which there is an arsenal of laws that restrict freedom in all its forms, 
there can never be freedom in the universities. Regrettably, this is the 
Situation in our country. The opposition's struggle for the freedom of the 
university must focus primarily on the freedom of society as a whole. 


When the university loses its freedom, capabilities disappear and are replaced 
primarily by loyalty. Look at the selection of university presidents, for 
example. The selection criteria are not the degree of high capability but 
rather the degree of loyalty to the National Party. This causes the 
universities to lose their independence and this loss is in open violation 

of the constitution, which guarantees the independence of the universities 
and of the scientific research institutes. Every university president, 

of course, must compete with others to display his loyalty to the party that 
has selected him. The president of a university thus engages in acts that 
are not at all compatible with his status. The Alexandria University 
president, for example, supported the ill-fated resolutions of September 1981 
in a ludicrous manner and referred Dr Ashraf al-Bayyumi to an investigation 
committee because Dr al-Bayyumi dared to go to Lebanon within the delegation 
of the Egyptian national forces without asking for "his excellency the 
university president's" permission. 


lt is also torbidden to appoint any professor who does not adopt the state's 
thinking to prominent positions in the university. When the university loses 
its freedom, its distinctive role in serving society vanishes. This role 
has several characteristics that disappear altogether under the canopy of 


oppression. The university seeks to graduate a specialized individual 
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who belongs to his society, not just an employee holding a diploma. The 
university seeks to graduate an individual with a rounded personality who 
understands his society's problems. Universities in the free societies are 
points of contact between the foreign world and the rest of society. They 
sound the early alarm without fear, drawing attention to society's problems 
and exerting efforts to solve them. They are the vanguard of the forces 
struggling against any oppression or suppression. They do not live in an 
ivory tower but within the heart of society, interacting with society's 
various institutions. They are tantamount to the intellect in the body of 
the state. Under restrictions, the task of this intellect is obstructed. 


Intelligence in Auditoriums 


We continue our university tour. Come, let us enter a university auditorium 
to see how education is conducted there. We will find numerous negative 
aspects. There are large numbers of students exceeding the necessary limit. 
They have no opportunity to select the disciplines they want and their 
opportunity to engage in free dialogue with their professors is minimal. 


What is surprising is that intelligence people are present in the auditoriums, 
spying on the professors. This is what Dr Ibrahim Saqr, a professor of 
international relations at the Economy and Political Science College, stressed 
to me, observing that he personally seized two intelligence officers in two 
separate incidents. In one incident, the informer [plainclothesman] exposed 
himself when he tried to leave the lecture without permission, having "gotten 
bored.'' Dr Ibrahim Saqr seized him and a scandal ensued. Dr Saqr said: 

"I do not approve of education in its present form. Education must be 
democratic from start to finish. Democracy must prevail from the time of 
entry into the university until final exams." 


Democracy in education means, in Dr Ibrahim Saqr's view, several things. 

It is first of all, a part of democracy throughout the state. He asserts that 
education, especially in the theoretical disciplines, is not at all neutral. 
This is why the students must be trained in free thinking, dialogue and 
discussion. This training develops the students’ personality and ties them 
to learning. It breathes life into the scientific disciplines and thus keeps 
them from being lifeless. There is no harm in disagreements in viewpoints 
and in seeing students make mistakes. Man learns from both mistakes and 
correct steps and his personality develops in this way. A professor must 

be democratic with the students and must permit them to ar uve and disagree 
with hin. 


Dr Ibrahim Sagr said: "Even though I am confident of myself and of my 
knowledge, I still benefit and learn from dialogue with my students.” 

He stresses the importance of getting students used to reading and research. 
Education is not just instruction, and it is very important that the students 
be given the opportunity to select some disciplines that they wish to study, 
as happens in the advanced countries. 
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Finally, Dr Ibrahim Saqr stresses the importance of the freedom of students 

to engage in all activities and to discuss all national issues. This develops 
their sense of belonging to their country. Teaching this sense of belonging 
is not accomplished through national anthems and slogans but through action 
and participation in national issues. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/72 
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LIBYA 





WATER PIPELINE DEAL SIGNED 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 46, 14 Nov 83 p 10 


[Text } The Libyan goverment and South Korea's Donga bus- 
iness group have signed a $3.3 billion contract for the 
construction of two water pipelines with a combined 
length of 1,900 kilometres. Requiring an estimated 20 
million tonnes of steel-concrete pipe, the pipelines will 
eventually bring some 4 million tonnes of water daily from 
the interior to agricultural and industrial centres on the 
coast. One will connect Tazerbo in the Libya desert with 
the coastal city of Bengazi, while the other will link Sarir, 
als) inland, with Sirt. 

It was announced earlier that Donga had won the 
deal, but the contract was actually signed in Tripoli last 
week (An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, July 25). The 
work will be carried out by Donga Concrete Industrial, 
Donga Construction Industrial and Korea Express, all sub- 
sidiaries of the Donga group. In addition, Price Brothers 
of the US will provide technical assistance in producing 
the special cylindrical concrete pipes. Work, scheduled to 
start this year, is expected to take seven years to complete. 

The contract, dubbed Libya’s “‘great man-made riv- 
er,” is one of the biggest of its kind and will give the 
troubled South Korean construction industry a much- 
needed shot in the arm. Last year the South Korean con- 
tractors suffered a 4 per cent drop in overseas business 
compared with 198], mainly because of competition from 
rival companies based in the Philippines, Thailand and 
Indonesia. 


cso: 4560/24 
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BAHRAIN 


BRLEFS 


BAHRAINI-SAUDI BANK--Manama, 9 Dec (WAKH)--An agreement has been signed 
here on the founding system and statutes of the Bahraini-Saudi Bank, a 
Bahraini shareholding company. The bank's announced capital is 50 million 
Bahraini dinars, and its paid capital is 40 million dinars. The 181 
founders of the bank have paid 27 million dinars and the other 13 million 
dinars will be opened for public subscription in January or February next 
year. The share's value is one dinar, 50 percent of which is paid. 
[Excerpts] [Manama WAKH in Arabic 0800 GMT 9 Dec 83] 


CSO: 4400/97 








POTASH EXPORTS TO CHINA TO INCREASE 


Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 13 Nov 83 p 3 


[Article by Wassab Samawi] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/94 


AMMAN — In the wake of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s talks with Chinese leaders during his recent 
visit to the People’s Republic of China, the Arab 
Potash Company (APC) will increase its exports of 
Jordanian potash to China to 60,000 tonnes for this 
year, according to APC Director Ali Khasawneh. 


He said in a statement to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
that a Chinese cargo ship will dock 
at the port of Aqaba towards the 
end of this month to take delivery 
of 30,000 tonnes of phosphates. 

This year, APC will sell 300,000 
tonnes of potash mostiy to far eas- 
tern nations including China and 
India. The company then aims to 
raise its production level to 1.2 
million tonnes by 1986, when the 
potash plant positioned on the 
Dead Sea will be completed, Mr. 
Khasawneh said. 

Also, he said, there are studies 
at present being undertaken to 
consider the doubling of this fig- 


ure in view of the increasing dem- 


and for Jordanian potash by China 
and India. 

According to Mr. Khasawneh, it 
is in the interest of China and 
India to buy Jordan's potash bec- 
ause they save nearly $8 for every 
tonne they would otherwise have 
to import from other sources: 

APC’s prices are similar to 
those charged by Canada — the 
biggest world exporter of potash 
but our potash is cheaper for the 
far eastern countries than Can- 
ada’s because the transportation 
distance involved is shorter thus 
making the freight cost con- 
siderabiy less, Mr. Khasawneh 
said. 


/j 


Mr. Khasawneh revealed that 
APC makes a profit of 510 per 
tonne when selling potash to India 
and China. “That's why APC has 
drawn up plans to sell nearly 75 
per cent of its total potash pro- 
duction to far eastern countries,” 
Mr. Khasawneh said. 

Jordan sells potash to Ind- 
onesia, China and India, all of 
which are Asian nations, as Jordan 
maintains very strong ties with 
these countries, Mr. Khasawneh 
added. 


However, he said, the world 
potash market has improved lately 
and the prices have risen by $3 per 
tonne, he said. By the middle of 
1984, he added, the price is exp- 
ected to have rise by between $7 
and 510. 

One of the main factors that 
helps Jordan export considerable 
quantities of potash is the pre- 
sence of a modern port at Aqaba 
which can load ships with up to 
2,000 tonnes of potash per hour, 
Mr. Khasawneh pointed out. 


He said that once the potash 
market in the United States imp- 
roves, Canada will export most of 
its potash production to its sou- 
thern neighbour, thus opening 
even wider avenues for Jordan to 
market its product in Asia and the 
far east. 
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\-'AOABAH DISTRICT OFFICER INTERVIEWED ON DEVELOPMENT 
\mman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 26 Oct 83 p 7 


(Interview with Husayn al-Habashinah, the al-'Aqabah district officer, by Habis 
J-'Asufi: "The City is Witnessing a Renaissance in the Economy, Development 
nd Tourism, Various Services are Being Provided to the Citizens, the Workers 
‘nd the Tourists; "date and place not specified. ] 


‘'yext] In view of the importance of the city of al-'Aqabah, which is Jordan's 
ly gateway on the coast of the Red Sea, and the comprehensive renaissance 
vhich all aspects of life there, from development to the economy and tourism, 


ive witnessed, AL-DUSTER met with al-'Aqabah's district officer, Mr Husayn 
Habashinah, who spoke in detail about the city of al-'Aqabah and the develop- 
nent which it has witnessed and is still witnessing. 


Ponulat j nN of al-'Aqabah 


\|-Habashinah estimates the population of al-'Aqabah at 40,000 to 50,000. How- 
syer. this number is increasing constantly, in view of internal migration, due 
+o the abundance of employment opportunities and the economic and tourist activ- 
‘ty in the city. Im addition, large numbers of people come from Arab countries 


nd foreign countries for tourism or work. 


Mr al-Habashinah added that most of the inhabitants of the district of al-'Aqa- 
hah live outside the city and are Beduin. Due to the difficult living condi- 
tions, some of them were forced to go and emigrate in search of work and a 
‘ivine. This moved the government to settle these inhabitants. It built hous- 
ing and agricultural projects for them in the areas where they live and worked 
+o assure them necessary services, in order to prevent them from emigrating. 

[t also encouraged them to work in these agricultural projects and gave oppor- 


tunities for learning modern agricultural methods, especially in the Wadi "Ara- 
hah projects which were set by the Jordan Valley Authority. 


rourist Places 


‘Ouestion] Concerning the development of tourist places and antiquities, Mr 
1l-Habishinah had this to say: 








= 


Ans view of the sunny climate al-'Aqabah enjoys all year because of 
its | ition on the sea, it has become the place to go for the citizens of 
lordan during their free time. They spend the most pleasant of times on the 
beautiful shore, with the warm sun and the thick palm trees. In view of the 
unique qualities this shore has, it enjoys a great reputation in many coun- 
tries of the world. Therefore, the city of al-'Aqabah has become a place 
visited by tourists from all over the world. In view of this positive re- 
sponse in the area of tourism, accompanying tourist services must be created. 
fhe most important service is the hotels, which will absorb these visitors 
ind offer them the necessary services. Thus, specialized hotel companies 


have been set up in the city of al-'Aqabah, with both the private and the 
public sector taking part to provide these vital facilities. The Ministry of 
fourism and Antiquities has conducted the studies needed to develop both the 
southern and the northern coasts of al-‘Aqabah, with the goal of increasing 
the absorption capacity of the hotels in order to keep pace with the develop- 
ment in the scale of tourism. 


In addition, the government has interested itself in the means of transporta- 
tion and in bringing the tourists to the resort areas with the necessary com- 
fort at appropriate prices, in order to stimulate the flow of tourists. Thus, 
the government has worked to open an airport in the city of al-'Aqabah in 

order to transport groups of tourists from the capital of ‘Amman to al-'Aqabah, 
thereby making things easier for them. It has also worked on creating tourist 
transportation companies outfitted with modern, air-conditioned buses. Since 
the citv of al-'Aqabah is considered the only gateway to the Red Sea, it has 
become an important tourist center for shipping companies and a stopping place 
for tour ships from the various parts of the world. Moreover, a serious study 
has been done of the idea of creating an artificial lake on the northern part 
of the Gulf. It would contain all the public facilities needed to be a tour- 
ist center. Then there are the projects which are slated to be built on the 
southern shore. The decision to undertake them was made by the ministerial 
committee set up for this purpose which has been charged with developing the 
coast so that it will fulfill the wishes of the tourists and summer visitors. 
This will be done to stimulate the flow of tourists in the city and make things 
easier for every visitor, with attention also being given to attracting Jor- 
danian citizens to spend their vacations in the city of al-'Aqabah instead of 
suutside the country. 


\griculture in the District of al-'Aqabah 


tuestion] Concerning agriculture in the district of al-'Aqabah, Mr al-Habash- 


inah said this: 


Answer] Since the land in the district of al-'Aqabah is sandy and seldom re- 
ceives rain, and then only a little, the government has mainly been interested 
in irrigated agricultural projects. It has been trying to give the inhabi- 
tants the means necessary for a dignified life and to encourage them to stay. 
Among the most important of these projects are: 

--The Wadi ‘Arabah Cooperative project. The cultivation of tomatoes, citrus 
fruit and cucumbers inside plastic houses in the Wadi 'Arabah region has be- 
gun. An area of about 400 dunams has been used. 
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-The al-Sa'idiyyin project of the Jordan Valley Authority. The area of this 
t is 36 dunams. They are planted with a crop of tomatoes, cucumbe 
ind barley. The area is irrigated with artesian wells. 


--The Rahmah project being carried out by the Jordan Valley Authority. The 
irea of this project is 100 dunams. It has been planted with a crop of toma- 
toes, cucumbers and squash. 


--The al-Disi agricultural project. The area of the project is 800 dunams. 
[This area ef ground has been planted with a crop of watermelon, cantaloupe, 
lettuce, barley, wheat and clover. 


Agricultural Problems 


[Question] Concerning the problems faced by agriculture in the district of 
i1|-"'Aqabah, Mr al-Habashinah said: 


[Answer| Agricultural pests are considered one of the problems to which the 
crops are exposed. They affect both the quantity produced and the farms in 
general. Moreover, the location of the agricultural projects is itself one of 
the major problems which the farmers confront, since all of these projects are 
in distant places far from the cities. This creates an obstacle for the farm- 
ers which hampers the marketing of their produce. In addition, some of the 
roads leading to these projects are bad, Moreover, the scarcity of water, 
which is absent in some areas, limits the area which can be planted, since it 
is ditticult to farm the entire area through irrigation. The same is true of 
tarming without irrigation, due to the low yearly rainfall. 


Animal Wealth 


[Question] Concerning animal wealth in the district of al-'Aqabah, Mr al- 
Habashinah said: 


[Answer] The district of al-'Aqabah is considered an area in which there is 
little animal husbandry, since the majority of the animals in the district are 
located in the eastern section. The majority of them are sheep, goats and 
camels. The number of goats in the district is estimated to be 20,000 head. 
One of the most important problems facing the animal resource is its scattered 
distribution and the fact that its owners do not stay in a particular place. 
This makes it difficult to provide veterinary services to the animal wealth. 
[In addition, pasture land and water are scarce in this region. As for the 
maritime wealth, which consists of fish, the quantity of fish caught has reach- 
ed about 20 tons, while the number of fishermen has reached 84. The number of 
fishing boats is 18. Among the problems faced by the fishermen is the in- 
crease in the cost of fuel and in the price of ice, as well as the narrowness 
of the area in which they are allowed to fish. Moreover, there are no fixed 
prices for fresh fish on the local market. 


Education in the District of al-'Aqabah 


[Question] Concerning the matter of education in the district of al-'Aqabah, 


Mr al-Habashinah said: 
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well. Previously, such services had been limited to a medium health center. 

[n rdination with this expansion in health services, which are provided by 

humerous agencies in this district, an assistant departmental office was open- 
1 the district for the purpose of completely overseeing health affairs in 

the district. Therefore, health services were divided in the following manner: 


\l-'Aqabah has an integrated health center which contains an external clinic 
tor general medicine, a dental clinic, a specialized clinic devoted to nose, 
ear and throat care, and a clinic for skin diseases. There are also village 
inics tn the villages of Rahmah, Gharnadal, and Bir Mazkur. The district's 
one hospital is the Princess Hayya al-Husayn. It belongs to the royal medical 
services and offers treatment to all the citizens in the district of al-'Aqa- 


bah. 


There there is the armed forces’ facility, which has 100 beds. All but the 
delicate specialties such as cardiac and neural operations are available there. 


water situatlor 


(‘Question] Concerning the water situation in the district of al-'Aqabah, Mr 
11-Habashinah said: 


In past years, the city of al-"Aqabah suffered greatly from a lack 
‘f water. It is an extremely hot city which needs large quantities of water 
tor drinking purposes. It is also an industrial center. For these reasons, 
ind in view of its great suffering, the government has devoted increased atten- 
tion to the city of al-'Aqabah. It has done so by making water available to 
since the local water sources are insufficient. This began at the start 
{ the 1960's. The problem has been eliminated by sending water to the city 
of al~'Agabah from the al-Disi depression wells and from a group of separate 
wells in the same area. Of course, the amount of water needed by the city 
and its factories is estimated at about 120,000 cubic meters a day. 


~ 
ct 
- 


Sources of Water 


The wells, which number seven, are scattered through the al-Disi depression. 
"he productive capacity of each well is about 200 cubic meters per hour. Two 
to three wells are operated each day for 24 hours. 


rhere are eight wells in Wadi al-Yitm. The productive capacity of each well 
is 15 to 40 cubic meters an hour. 


The quantity of water pumped daily from the wells of al-Quwayrah is between 
900 to JOO cubic meters. It supplies the township of al-Quwayrah and the 
Arabs of the al-Qadman triangle. 


There are six wells in Abu al-Diba' and the plain of al-Sawan. They are used 
only for irrigation. They are operated according to the Ministry of Agricul- 


ture's need for irrigation water. Moreover, water arrives in all the areas 
daily, so that there is no lack of drinking water. As for the villages with 
the greatest need, they are supplied through water cisterns. There are two 
cisterns in the county of al-Quwayrah and two in al-'"Aqabah. 
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DEVELOPMEN 


OUTSIDE AMMAN URGED 


Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 1-2 Dec 83 p 4 


[Article in the "Red And Black" column by Jawad Ahmad: 


Concept and Solutions" ] 


[Text } 


CSO: 


4400/94 


bHt vtAN who should be ace- 
reduced with the term “dea- 
mMmnanisauion” is His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. In the Second Economic 
Vevelopment Conterence held 
in Ammanin 19/76, Lhe Crown 
Prince used the term to suin up 
one of Jordan's main economic 
wornes and imsinuadle the sol- 
uuion to the problem 

Lhe problem ot course ts the 
skewed population disimbulion 
of Jordan. Itty estimated tha 
‘S per cent of the Jordan pop- 
ulauon live in the cily ol 
Amman proper. [he Greater 
Amman area hosts 5/ per cent 
of Jondans population. In 
other words 1.3 million Jor- 
Janians live in approximately 
4) square kilometres, while 
the rest of the 2.4 million inh- 
abilanty are scatiered over 
44.000 square Kilometres 


As for the people of Amman 
lselt. lite has reached limits of 
diminishing returns. Lhe ret- 
urn in terms Ot happiness ts 
Jeclining because oO! Cro- 
wdedness and competition 
t-ttorts by the yoverniment to 
keep up are on ail the tine, ye 
peoples appelile seeis lo be 
lasicl 


lhe population dts 
inbulions, however, involves 
nore than meets the eye. Lhe 
rural Output and production 


j 


has diminished over tune. and | 
lend to believe. thai the pop- 
ulation sub-numbers in Jor- 
dams rural areas have neg- 
alvely affected agriculture 
Oulpul was mainiaimed al ils 
current level by heavy labour 
and capital unporis 

[here is also the cost of tra- 
Nsterring availuble resources 
trom their current positions to 
their respective markets. lmp- 
Orly come basically through 
Aqaba and are hauled 320) kil- 
ometres to Amman. Vloreover, 
water, energy and agricultural 
products take large iny 
estinents and expenditures to 
secure thein tor the users ot 
Amman 

What is the solution then to 
get around this problem?’ 
Jeaummanise. [his means that 
producuve ventures and int- 
rustruclural projects in’ the 
rural areas Must be increased 
and beeled up. At this stage 
ihis iy an expensive pro- 
poston. While the state bud- 
kelisstriving loreach a balance 
between governments current 
expenditures and domestic 
revenues, expanding services 
ind production in rural areas 
becomes severely constrained 

What can be done to fulfil 
(iis podl Of enuucing people to 
nove Outside Amman and to 
Keep people outside it where 
they are’ This can be achieved 
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JORDAN 


"Deammanisation: 


by a combination of ideas. 


First. by adopting proper leg- 
islations that would make it 
more profitable to invest out- 
side Amman. The Enc- 
Ouragement of Investment 
Law can give tax concessions 
and tariff amenities. | believe 
the Ministry of Industry and 
lrade has done something to 
that effect 


Second, by endorsing a plan 
which would enhance the basic 
services and ensure their abi- 
lity. “Water and electricity are 
means to keep people in rural 
areas and enhance their fel- 
icity. Roads of course ts ano- 
ther outlet. Next year's; 1984 
budget was declared as a year 
of water and electricity in rural 
areas 


[hird. bv enhancing the inc- 
ome in rural areas through 
encouraging agricultural pro- 
duction, marketing and price 
flexibility 


[hese proposition’s are nec- 
essary and partially sufficient 
to do the trick. Universities in 
the North and South of the 
country will eventually create 
an atmosphere of local pride 
that could transcend the urge 
to move to Amman 

Veammanisation ts a pan- 
icea In relation to the current 
Situation 
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RESEARCH EXCHANGE WITH FRG--AMMAN (J.T.)--An academic cooperation agreement 
between Jordan and West Germany is due to be Signed Wednesday at tne Yarmouk 
Liaison Office here. The agreement, which will be between Yarmouk University 
and the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), will help to realise new re- 
search projects, according to a spokesman for the West German embassy. Both 
Sides, the spokesman continued, will annually exchange up to three highly 
qualified scientists for this purpose. The exchange programme is in addition 
to the already existing academic graduate exchange programmes which have been 
running within the framework of the German-Jordanian Academic Exchange Sched- 
ule. For the academic year 1984/85, West Germany has already forwarded 
through the DAAD up to 15 Ph.D-scholarships for graduates of the Jordanian 
universities and a number of short-term invitations for Study visits to Ger- 
many for staff members of Jordanian institutes. Beyond that, the German gov- 
ernment and German private institutions and foundations annually provide a 
great number of scholarships in various fields. The agreement will be signed 
by the German ambassador to Jordan Dr. Hermann Munz and the President of Yar- 
mouk University, Dr. Adnan Badran. [Text] [Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 

30 Nov 83 p 3] 
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STUDY EXAMINES ROLE OF WOMEN IN REPLACING FOREIGN LABOR FORCE 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 22 Nov 83 p 17 


(Article: "Looking at the Gulf: Findings on Kuwaiti Women's Employment; Work- 
ing Women...Will They Replace the Expatriate Work Force in the Gulf?!; One 
Woman Can Eliminate the Need to Bring in Five People (Average Family Size for 

a Foreign Worker); Women Constitute Only 9.3 Percent of the Work Force in Ku- 
wait, While Foreign Workers Make Up 27 Percent; Social Circumstances Hinder 
Expansion of Women's Role"] 


[Text] This journalistic study asks an important question about the Gulf work 
force, and the women in it in particular...Can the working woman help limit 
the bringing in of foreign workers? There is a logic behind this question be- 
cause the work of one woman can keep the country from bringing in “at least 
five people," the average size family of a foreign worker. 


However, the "illogical" aspect is that we are asking women to cover all fields 
and to fill any shortage in the job market when we broaden our discussion of 
women's working, which is limited by the various social circumstances of the 
Gulf woman herself. 


In general, this study does not make this demand, since it only deals with it 
marginally in order to answer the question of whether women in the work force 
can replace the expatriate work force. 


Specifically, it deals with working women in Kuwaiti society, a group that 
makes up only 9.3 percent of the total work force, while expatriates comprise 
27 percent. 

Visitors to the Arab Gulf region usually observe the scarcity of local working 
women in government and private institutions as compared with the expatriate 
work force even though this region has made broad strides in university and 
trade education. 


Official statistics show that the local work force of women in Kuwait is only 
9.3 percent of the total, while expatriate: make up 27 percent of the work 


force. 
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yibserved throughout the 





-) 
he negative attitude of 
ities equal to those f men, 
milieu of the regi nm, ] 
»Ss in the Arab world as 
ot Kuwait University be- 
lieves that the primary problem is the obstacles to the working woman's leaving 


the home and participating effectively and fully in the profession she has cho- 
sen to pursue based on her education and the speciality in which she was train- 
ed in the field best suited to her intellectual abilities and personal prefer- 


ences. 


She added that the most significant obstacle is attempting to juggle her pro- 
fessional demands, which satisfy her intellectual ambitions as a person, and 
the demands of family responsibility, which are her primary duties and realize 
her ambitions as the woman of the household... 

it is said that many women who work or wish to cannot participate effectively 
in public life either because they cannot find household help or good care for 
their children or families when they enter the work force for economic reasons 
or because of social reasons, such as the opposition of their husbands or other 


, 
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family members to their working outside the home. 


Dr Bastaki stresses that these obstacles must become known and the difficulties 
facing working women overcome through conducting studies and investigations. 


Regarding the role of women's associations in the question of working women, 
she says that these associations carried out their role during a specific stage 
--when women were prohibited from participating in the professional and scien- 
tific associations for their professions--however, this does not mean that 

they are no longer useful. Their role now is to help working women by setting 
up model day care centers supervised by specialists in this field. 


Dr Bustaki emphasizes that replacing the expatriate worker with a woman or a 
man will not lessen the severity of the expatriate worker problem. 


Some types of work performed by the expatriate are shunned by both sexes in the 


the solution may be to use modern technology or to draft young 
eople tor building and construction work as a type of compulsory national ser- 


[In conclusion, Dr Bustaki emphasizes that the source of the problem is existing 
ynditions, which she does not specify, adding that "nothing has changed." 


In this regard, members of the working women's committee of the General Federa- 
tion of Kuwaiti Workers stress the social and economic practicality of the 

l, citing the fact that one working 
woman keeps the state from having to bring in an entire family of expatriates, 
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Temale work force, even though it is smal 














The mittee has said that the essential fact is that the women's problem is 
the problem of the society as a whole and cannot be dealt with in any untry 
arateiy trom the effect their participation has on production and social 
ind e@cior i nange, that is, separate from the laws, legislation and customs 

wh f ty ' it 
The Gulf woman, as an Arab woman, is a prisoner of the circumstances of the 
developing world, where societies suffer from backwardness and various social 


The member iy that working women in Kuwait suffer discrimination in opportun- 
ities n the two sexes, such as the limited opportunities for advancement 
in the vernment sector, where they are often passed Over, and the private 


sector where they are almost completely ignored. Officials justify this, par- 
ticularly where it concerns the "private" family sector, with reasons that are 
not logical, even though laws governing both sectors have taken into account 
women's equality with men for equal work from the standpoint of prohibiting 
women from working at night, granting maternity leave and the situation favor- 
able to women in insurance laws. 


They also said that some women have a negative attitude toward participating in 
public life because they do not realize that it is important, 


The committee wondered why, if women are a participating force in prodtction 
ind social and economic change, their position in society is unchangei. 


[he members expressed optimism for the future. since the percentage of women 
graduates from Kuwait University was 61 percent from 1965 to 1975, with almost 
‘rcentage graduating from technical institutes. 
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[lliteracy among women dropped from 77.9 percent in 1957 to 49.6 percent in 
1980, while holders of degrees from secondary school or hihger went from 1 per- 
cent in 1957 to 7.7 percent in 1980. 

[lliteracy among men decreased from 48.6 percent in 1957 to 22.7 percent in 
1980, while holders of degrees from secondary school or higher went from 4 per- 
in 1957 to 10.2 percent in 1980, 


concluding, the members of the committee emphasized to Kuwait News Agency 
[KUNA] that they are convinced that women's rights will not come automatically, 
but must be obtained through organization and clear-sighted collective efforts, 
such as establishing a general women's federation with political education of 


women as its primary goal. 


Dr "Ali Taqi, Cultural Attache at the Bahraini Embassy in Paris and one concern- 
ed about women's affairs who has participated in several forums and seminars 

on women, believes that Gulf women have received a great deal of encouragement 

ls in their countries, both toward education and working, particu- 
larly in the fields which are appropriate for women--in his opinion--such as 
communications, radio and the banking sector. However, he believes that the 
bottom line is for women to establish themselves in the job market and to con- 
stitute a large percentage of the work force. 
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He adds that women's importance here derives from their pervasiveness in the 
job market, for if they constitute a large percentage, say 25 or 39 percent, 
then of surse the national economy will depend a great deal on their partici- 


? 


Dr Taqi also says that, although there are an abundance of educational oppor- 
tunities tor both men and women in the Gulf, certain social circumstances 
limit women's advancement in this sphere. He underscores the role of women in 
taking advantage of all the opportunities afforded them in an informed, intel- 
ligent manner. 


Dr Taqi emphasizes that women's political rights are an accepted fact, for 
when they establish their capabilities and extensive presence in the economic 
and social spheres, their political rights will be awarded them as the culmin- 
ition ot their historic development. 


Dr Taqi says that local women can replace expatriate workers in many high, mid- 
and low-level positions, such as clerical work; however, they will probably 

not replace them in non-skilled jobs, such as construction and cleaning, be- 
cause ot social barriers. 


Mrs Amal Badr al-Gharbali, researcher for the human sciences journal of Kuwait 
University, believes that the issue of Gulf women is a relative one, for if 

we look at the broad picture--the position of Arab women in general--we find 
that the main problem is the widespread illiteracy and lack of education among 
Arab women as a whole. 


She adds, "If we look at the current status of women in Kuwait, we would be 
envied tor the opportunities we have for an education and to take part in 
public Life, from which we can benefit many times over. 


"The final goal which will unite the interlocking circles of Gulf women and 
Arab women in general in the broadest framework is to liberate all Arabs and 
to put the right man or woman, not just the right man, in the right position-- 
planning for a progressive society througt its material foundations and human 
relations." 


For this reason, Mrs al-Gharbali believes that, taking into consideration the 
critical political circumstances in the Arab world and the weakness of Arab 
liberation forces at the present, the direct cause of this is the general 
cultural trend prevailing in the country. 


She commented that the official news media daily put out propaganda to create 
. . . *. . * 7 ' 

i female society reliant on men, and she criticized the radio program 'Woman's 

Corner" as teaching women only about cooking, rearing children and applying 


makeup. 


She emphasized that this will create a false awareness among women themselves, 
for we find many who are not aware of their rights and at times of their own 
existence. Instead, they rely on rearing their children the same way past 


yenerations did. 
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their right to run for election and t te, Mrs al-Gharbali says, "giving 
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women their political rights in a total] é inica rasnl Wiii not lange 
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the current situation greatly, since the structure of a society and all its 
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norms are relics from the past. Consequently, these same relics will form 
its foundations; however, this in no way prevents us from demanding our pol- 
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Lticai rivgntsSsS as one of women 5S rignts as human eCilleS. 
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AMBASSADOR INTERVIEWED ON EGYPT-OMAN RELATIONS 


[Interview with Omani Ambassador Ghalib ‘Abdallah Jabran, by Hidayat 'Abd-al- 


Nabi, date and place not given] 


[Text] Husni Mubarak assumed the presidency of Egypt 2 years 
ago in the same month in which the glorious October victories 
took place. In this article, we continue the Arab dialogue 
concerning President Mubarak and this great victory. This 
interview is with Ghalib ‘Abdallah Jabran, ambassador of the 
Sultanate of Oman to Egypt, who is now completing his first 
year in Cairo. 


[Question] Before the month of the October victeries and the second anniversary 
of Husni Mubarak's presidency comes to a close, what are your comments, Mr Am- 
bassador, on the LOth anniversary of the October victories? 


‘Answer| As IL observed the October celebrations here in Cairo, I was reminded 
‘§ the LO years that have passed since the beginning of the bloody fighting. 

l immediately made a comparison between conditions prevailing in the Arab world 
betore and after 1400 on 6 October 1973, the 10th of Ramadan. 


The situation in the Arab nation then was like that of a lake that is vast but 
very still. Everyone believed that it was a stiff corpse completely incapable 
taking any steps to eliminate the effects of the 1967 defeat. 


suddenly, the silence became a roar as the Egyptian troops shouted, "God is most 
great!" The Bar Lev line was not the only thing destroyed by their courage. 
Their victories smashed military theories and principles that have long been 

irned by military men in institutes and colleges in Eastern and Western states 
ilike. Military science acaderiies have acknowledged that innovative fighting 
yed by the Egyptian army have become a part of the curricula stud- 
ted by students ot army, navy, and air force colleges throughout the world. 
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the wisdom of Providence willed that President Husni Mubarak, then commander of 
the air force, should win the honor of cutting off Israel's long arm--its air 
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[ tian air torce, under the leaders sbarak, Su ied in ing 
that t raeli air force was not the lon rm in the regior 1 Egypt's 
eagles reached far into the heart of Israe] 

Perhaps the most important lesson that can be learned from this war is that the 
\rabs are capable of achieving the highest forms of solidarity, as the battles 
made clear. The experience of Arab cooperation in October 1973 proved that we 
ire capable of unifying our positions and marshaling all our resources toward 


me goai when we try to do so. 
Ke Lat i mS setween Muscat . Cairo 


What is your impression of Egyptian-Omani relations in all their 


lest i 
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political, cultural, economic, and commercial aspects? 
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[Answer] Muscat and Cairo have gone beyond the traditional relations that nor- 
mally join any two states of the world. They now have a strong and special 
relationship based on a solid foundation of positive cooperation in all fields, 
mutual respect, and continual consultation with one another. 


l am pleased to affirm that these relations have undergone continuous progress 
that | led to conformity in the two countries’ positions and views on impor- 


tant national issues. 


nas 
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Time continually strengthens the fraternal ties that bind the two countries 
under the brotherhood and friendship that unite Sultan Qabus and President Husni 
Mubarak, who have developed the countries' relations to a level of excellence 
mony Arab relations. 


Cooperation between Muscat and Cairo extends to all areas. There are continuous 
communications among all the Egyptian and Omani ministries to arrange joint 
cooperation in all fields in a climate of continuous coordination and consulta- 
tion between President Mubarak and Sultan Qabus. 


Moreover, relations have not stopped at official cooperation but have extended 
to a deepening of communication between the two peoples through the opening of 
Uman to Egyptians who wish to work there. These Egyptians are participating 
with their Omani brothers to promote development, building, and modernization 
in the sultanate. 


foday Egyptians form the largest Arab colony in Oman among all the citizens of 
the Arab world states who have come to work in Oman. The citizens of Oman re- 
cognize the positive role the Egyptians are playing in the achievement of pro- 


gress in Oman. 
The Omanis are extremely proud of the friendship of the ancient Egyptian people, 


who courageously bore the burdens their destiny imposed on them when their coun- 
try became the first line of defense of the Arab people. 
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[Quest i man was alone in adopting a courageous position on thi Egyptian 
peace initiative in 1977. Why did Muscat adopt this position despite strong 
Arab C 

f . ~~ 7 ’ - ‘ . '-. Fa 2 «ad i . ‘ . : 2 oF yo 
[Answer | iitan Qabus ibn Sa’id's decision to support the Egyptian initiative 


Was issued after deep deliberation and total evaluation of all the facts of the 
Palestinian issue and Cairo's position on it. 


\ review of the various aspects of the issue confirmed that Egypt would never 
abandon its national responsibility. In fact, it performed its duty with a 
courage that attained the level of sacrifice, and Egypt's economy was heavily 
taxed for its tenacious adherence to its Arab commitments. Egypt did all this 
with a willing spirit, viewing this role as a matter of destiny from which it 
ould not be released. Rather, it has the honor of undertaking the burdens 
placed on its shoulders despite its well known lack of economic resources and 
its ever growing population. 
Therefore, Oman did not hesitate to support all the Egyptian efforts aimed at 
solving the Arab-Israeli conflict, which reached an important turning point in 
1977 with the peace initiative. 


Muscat's view was that Cairo's announcement of that initiative did not represent 
an attempt to disengage itself from its responsibilities. Moreover, Oman was-- 
and still is--confident that Egypt was not retreating and will not retreat from 
demanding the rights of the Arabs. Moreover, the sultanate believes it is nec- 
essary to try every door that could lead to a solution of the unfortunate Pal- 


estinian problem, 


For this reason, Sultan Oabus called on the Arab world to give the Egyptian ef- 
fort a chance to succeed and not to take awav Cairo's right to wage the "war" 
of negotiations on the peace front. 


After Egypt succeeded in Signing the peace agreement that is the general frame- 
work for its accomplishments in the area along with the recovery of Sinai, 

Muscat atfirmed its support for the Egyptian efforts. Cairo's positions on the 
formula tor the solution to the problem coincided exactly with the viewpoints 

§ the sultanate, which joins with Cairo in adopting several main points: 

--The Egyptian-Israeli agreement is i0t a Separate ana partial solution but rath- 
er a prelude to the achievement of a total and just peace, 


--The Palestinian problem is the main element of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


--The Israeli forces st withdraw from all territories occupied after the 1967 
iggression, and the li. l rights of the Palestinian people to return and estab- 


lish an independent state must be instated. 





Moreover, Omani policy views the liberation of Sinai as a gain for the Arab 
nation. For the first time, Israel withdrew from Arab lands it occupied after 
the 1967 aggression--an achievement that represents an important precedent 

that could be repeated with respect to the remaining lands. In addition, Sinai 
represents the largest percentage of the area occupied by the Israeli forces 
after the aggression, 


Reinstatement of Arab Relations With Cairo 


[Question] What is Oman's assessment of the importance of Arab-Egyptian rela- 


} 


tions with respect to the achievement of an overal! Arab reconciliation? 


[Answer] Sultan Qabus ibn Sa'id believes that Arab disagreements are the 

"real crisis" in this nation because this nation possesses unlimited possibil- 
ities and energies, The marshaling and uniting of these resources will guar- 
antee that the Arabs become a world power which has an effective influence for 


the benefit of the peoples of the region, 


Therefore, Omani policy persists in calling for the application of logic and 
reason to these conflicts. 


This is an established strategic principle which Muscat has adopted with re- 
spect to all the capitals of the Arab world. 


With regard to Arab relations with Egypt, the prevailing impression in Oman is 
that the time has come to resume natural relations. Time has proved that 
[text illegible], especially since in the recent past it has borne direct re- 
sponsibility for the issues and problems that have arisen--even after the 
decisions to freeze relations. 


Following are some examples: 


--Egypt did not hesitate to support Iraq in its war against Iran, and it offer- 
ed the maximum possible support and assistance to Lebanon during its arduous 
negotiations with Israel. It continues to offer assistance to Lebanon. 


-~It played a vital role in disengaging the Israeli blockage on the Palestinian 
Feda'yeen after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 


—-It moved decisively to recall its ambassador from Tel Aviv in protest over 
the Israeli position on Lebanon and refused to announce the appointment of a 
new ambassador until Israel had announced a withdrawal schedule and begun to 
implement it. Egypt refused to give in to numerous attempts to pressure it 
into renouncing this position. 


In short, time has proved that Egypt and the other Arabs have an organic rela- 
tionship which is absolutely incapable of being severed. 


Therefore, Arab reconciliation will not be achieved without Egvpt and its posi- 
tive participation. \ 
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